
 

MINUTES 

City Council Regular Session  
5:30 PM - Thursday, October 9, 2025 
City Hall, 1225 6th Avenue 

  
The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, on Thursday, 
October 9, 2025, at 5:30 PM, in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 1225 6th Avenue, with the 
following members present: 
  

PRESENT: Grant Harper, Steve Jensen, Gage Miskimen, Nicolas AbouAssaly, Sara 
Mentzer, Will Brandt, and Randy Strnad 

ABSENT: None 

  
Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.  
The meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance and Council observed a moment of silence. 
 
 PROCLAMATIONS/OATHS  
 Proclamation - Fire Prevention Week (October 5-11, 2025) - Mayor AbouAssaly read and 

presented the proclamation referenced above to Fire Chief Tom Fagan.   
 
 PUBLIC FORUM  
 No one came forward to speak.  
 
 CONSENT AGENDA 
 
  Administrative Services  
  Minutes of the September 16 and 18, 2025 City Council meetings   
  Liquor licenses as follows:  

 Renewal - CVS/Pharmacy #10032 
 Renewal - Aldi, Inc #58 
 Renewal - Hawks Smoke Shop   

  Hold harmless agreements with the following: 
 Mango Mustache regarding Haunted House at 2515 8th Avenue on 

October 24, 2025 
 Thrive Brain Cancer regarding Walk to Cure Brain Cancer at Lowe Park 

on May 23, 2026   
  Motion accepting resignation of John Godar from the Civil Service Commission 

and Kelly Willadsen from the Uptown Parking Implementation Taskforce   



  Motion to reverse the appointment of Tim Kindl to the Uptown Parking 
Implementation Taskforce and to appoint Tim Oathout (Uptown Business Owner, 
Restaurant)   

  Mayor AbouAssaly's recommended appointments:  
 Planning & Zoning Commission: 

o Joshua Birr, term expires 12/31/27 
 Stormwater Advisory Committee: 

o Thomas Doyle, no term expiration 
 Uptown Parking Implementation Taskforce 

o Drew Mollenhauer, no term expiration   
  Receive, file and approve the 2026 City Council Meeting Schedule   
  Payments as presented in the amount of $3,712,150.95   
  Resolution No. 32559 approving the renewal of a contract with Wellmark related 

to health insurance for calendar year 2026   
  Resolution No. 32560 approving agreement with DeltaVision regarding a 

Vision/Optical Plan for January 1, 2026 to December 31, 2029   
  Resolution No. 32561 approving the renewal of contract with Delta Dental related 

to dental insurance for calendar year 2026   
  Resolution No. 32562 approving 2nd amendment to the professional services 

agreement with the Marion Chamber of Commerce regarding economic 
development related services and authorizing payment in the amount of 
$100,000 in fiscal year 2026   

  Resolution No. 32563 approving addendum no. 3 to agreement with Uptown 
Marion and authorizing payment in the amount of $60,000 in fiscal year 2026   

  Resolution No. 32564 Approving Amended Development Agreement with DCI 
Properties, LLC   

  Motion to approve project calendar regarding the 2025 City Hall Renovation 
Project as follows: 

 Motion approving Resolution of Necessity and to retain Formation Group 
as the Project Manager regarding the 2025 City Hall Renovation Project 
(FACS-26-002) 

 Motion approving filing of plans, specifications, form of contract and 
estimate of cost, advertising for bids by posting notice to bidders, and 
authorizing City officials or designees to receive and open bids regarding 
the 2025 City Hall Renovation Project (FACS-26-002) 

 Motion setting public hearing and directing publication thereof for the 2025 
City Hall Renovation Project (FACS-26-002)  

 
  Parks  
  Resolution No. 32565 approving purchase of a John Deere 1585 Utility Machine 

from P&K Midwest in the amount of $59,235, authorizing a trade-in of a 2021 
John Deere 1585 for a credit in the amount of $28,000, and authorizing payment 



in the amount of $31,235  
 
  Public Works  
  Resolution No. 32566 accepting the 2025 Sidewalk Ramp Repair Project (ANN-

18-106)   
  Resolution No. 32567 accepting the Public Safety Training Facility - Paving & 

Foundation Package  (FACS-20-007)   
  Resolution No. 32568 authorizing the submittal of an application for Iowa Clean 

Air Attainment Program (ICAAP) funding for traffic signal system improvements 
(ANN-25-002)   

  Resolution No. 32569 approving a stop sign for eastbound traffic on English Glen 
Drive at its intersection with Eight Bells Drive   

  Resolution No. 32570 approving a stop sign for eastbound traffic on Hatfield 
Avenue at its intersection with Pritchard Drive   

  Resolution No. 32571 approving a stop sign for northbound traffic on Pritchard 
Drive at its intersection with Colmon Avenue   

  Resolution No. 32572 approving a stop sign for southbound traffic on 44th Street 
at its intersection with 35th Avenue   

  Resolution No. 32573 approving a stop sign for westbound traffic on Colmon 
Avenue at its intersection with 44th Street   

  Resolution No. 32574 approving a stop sign for westbound traffic on Hatfield 
Avenue at its intersection with 44th Street   

  Resolution No. 32575 approving stop signs for east and westbound traffic on Rec 
Drive at its intersection with Eight Bells Drive   

  Resolution No. 32576 approving a memorandum of agreement with Green Stag 
Enterprise, LLC, regarding the installation of Artesian Road adjacent to 
Champion Estates 5th Addition.   

  Motion to approve project calendar regarding the Marion City Hall Generator 
Project as follows: 

 Motion approving Resolution of Necessity and to retain the City Engineer 
as Project Engineer regarding the Marion City Hall Generator Project 
(EQPT-25-002) 

 Motion approving filing of plans, specifications, form of contract and 
estimate of cost, advertising for bids by posting notice to bidders, and 
authorizing City officials or designees to receive and open bids regarding 
the Marion City Hall Generator Project (EQPT-25-002) 

 Motion setting public hearing and directing publication thereof for Marion 
City Hall Generator Project (EQPT-25-002)   

  Motion to receive, file and refer to Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) a petition 
regarding a request to add speed limit signs on 35th Avenue (Kimm Schmitt, 
3419 35th Avenue)   



  Motion to receive, file and refer to Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) a petition 
regarding a request to modify the parking on Vaughn Lane (Kimm Schmitt, 3419 
35th Avenue)  

 
  Community Development  
  Resolution No. 32577 approving amendment No. 3 to Task Order One with HDR 

Engineering, Inc regarding as needed airport consultant services, including an 
additional $5,540 and authorizing payment in the new not to exceed total of 
$155,540.   

  Resolution No. 32578 approving amendment No. 2 to professional services 
agreement with MSA Professional Services, Inc. for on-call consulting planning 
assistance and authorizing additional payment as outlined in the amendment.  
Moved by Strnad, seconded by Brandt, to approve consent agenda as shown 
above. 
Approved unanimously   

  Mayor AbouAssaly relinquished the gavel to Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen at 5:39 
p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen presided over the meeting.  

 
 CONSENT AGENDA WITH MAYOR ABOUASSALY'S ABSTENTION 
 
  Public Works  
  Resolution No. 32579 approving a memorandum of agreement with Integrity 

Companies LLC regarding the installation of trail along Lindale Drive adjacent to 
the Lindale Commercial Park.  
Moved by Jensen, seconded by Strnad, to approve consent agenda with Mayor 
AbouAssaly’s abstention as shown above. 
Approved by the following votes: 
 
Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad  
Abstained: AbouAssaly 
   

  Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen relinquished the gavel to Mayor AbouAssaly at 5:39 
p.m. Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.  

 
 REGULAR AGENDA 
 
  Administrative Services  
  Public hearing on a proposed amendment to the Collins Road Extension Urban 

Renewal Area. Mayor AbouAssaly opened the public comment period regarding 
item referenced above. Finance Director Lianne Cairy provided a staff report. No 
comments, written or verbal, were received. Mayor AbouAssaly declared the 
public comment period closed.    

  Mayor AbouAssaly relinquished the gavel to Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen at 5:42 
p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen presided over the meeting.    



  Resolution No. 32580 approving Urban Renewal Plan Amendment for Collins 
Road Extension Urban Renewal Area  
Moved by Harper, seconded by Jensen, to approve Resolution No. 32580. 
Approved by the following votes: 
 
Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad  
Abstained: AbouAssaly 
   

  Public hearing on a proposed development agreement with 530 Investments, 
LLC. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen opened the public comment period regarding 
item referenced above. Finance Director Lianne Cairy provided a staff report. No 
comments, written or verbal, were received. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen declared 
the public comment period closed.   

  Resolution No. 32581 approving development agreement with 530 Investments, 
LLC, authorizing annual appropriation tax increment payments and pledging 
certain tax increment revenues to the payment of the agreement  
Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Harper, to approve Resolution No. 32581. 
Approved by the following votes: 
 
Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad  
Abstained: AbouAssaly 
   

  Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen relinquished the gavel to Mayor AbouAssaly at 5:44 
p.m. Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.   

  Ordinance No. 25-28 amending Section 242-16 of the Marion Code of 
Ordinances related to hours of operation of Peddlers, Solicitors and Transient 
Merchants (initial consideration)  
Moved by Brandt, seconded by Mentzer, to approve the initial consideration of 
Ordinance No. 25-28. Councilmember Mentzer asked for clarification that this 
does not apply to non-profit entities. City Clerk Rachel Bolender confirmed non-
profit entities are exempt and stated it is only for persons going place to place 
selling goods or services. Councilmember Miskimen asked for the language of 
the ordinance to explicitly state no solicitation on Sundays. Bolender stated that 
is the intent of the language but it can be reworded to make it more clear.  
Approved unanimously  

 
  Public Works  
  Public Comment Period regarding the proposed Alburnett Road Extension 

Project and the Acquisition of Certain Real Property From the Harlan and Edith 
Muth Family Revocable Trust.  
Mayor AbouAssaly opened the public comment period regarding item referenced 
above. Public Works Director Mike Barkalow provided a staff report. No 
comments, written or verbal, were received. Mayor AbouAssaly declared the 
public comment period closed.    

  Resolution No. 32582 Establishing Fair Market Value and Just Compensation for 



Certain Real Property (Harlan and Edith Muth Revocable Family Trust)  
Moved by Strnad, seconded by Brandt, to approve Resolution No. 32582.  
Approved unanimously   

  Resolution No. 32583 authorizing acquisition of real property for public 
improvement purposes and to authorize acquisition of necessary property 
interests from the property owner for the Alburnett Road Extension - Phase 1 
Project by gift, negotiation or eminent domain (Harlan and Edith Muth Revocable 
Family Trust)   
Moved by Jensen, seconded by Strnad, to approve Resolution No. 32583. 
Approved unanimously   

  Public Comment Period regarding the proposed Alburnett Road Extension 
Project and the Acquisition of Certain Real Property From Sean and Pamela 
DeLany. Mayor AbouAssaly opened the public comment period regarding item 
referenced above. Public Works Director Mike Barkalow provided a staff report. 
Sean Delany spoke in opposition of the measure and disagreed with the 
installation of a sidewalk. Public Works Mike Barkalow spoke about the need for 
adding sidewalks on both sides of the streets. No other comments, written or 
verbal, were received. Mayor AbouAssaly declared the public comment period 
closed.   

  Resolution No. 32584 Establishing Fair Market Value and Just Compensation for 
Certain Real Property (DeLany)  
Moved by Harper, seconded by Jensen, to approve Resolution No. 32584. 
Councilmember Harper asked about the time constraint for this project. Public 
Works Mike Barkalow spoke about deadlines with the federal government for 
grant funding. Brad Beachel came forward and shared concerns about access to 
the sidewalk and snow removal. Councilmember Harper would like to defer this 
to the next meeting to do more research. City Attorney Kara Bullerman stated 
that moving forward with this process would still allow time for negotiations with 
the property owners. City Manager Ryan Waller stated this project has been in 
the communities long-range plan for over 20 years.  
Approved unanimously   

  Resolution No. 32585 Authorizing Acquisition Of Real Property For Public 
Improvement Purposes And To Authorize Acquisition Of Necessary Property 
Interests From The Property Owner For The Alburnett Road Extension- Phase 1 
Project By Gift, Negotiation, Or Eminent Domain (DeLany)   
Moved by Miskimen, seconded by Harper, to approve Resolution No. 32585. 
Approved unanimously   

  Public Comment Period regarding the proposed Alburnett Road Extension 
Project and the Acquisition of Certain Real Property From Bradley and Melissa 
Beachel. Mayor AbouAssaly opened the public comment period regarding item 
referenced above. Public Works Director Mike Barkalow provided a staff report. 
Melissa Beachel spoke in opposition of the measure and installation of sidewalk. 
Brad Beachel spoke in opposition of the measure and work that has been 
completed on this house. No other comments, written or verbal, were received. 
Mayor AbouAssaly declared the public comment period closed.   



  Resolution No. 32586 Establishing Fair Market Value and Just Compensation for 
Certain Real Property (Beachel)  
Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Miskimen, to approve Resolution No. 32586. 
Councilmember Harper asked to schedule meetings with the residents and would 
like to do that as soon as possible.  
Approved unanimously   

  Resolution No. 32587 Authorizing Acquisition Of Real Property For Public 
Improvement Purposes And To Authorize Acquisition Of Necessary Property 
Interests From The Property Owner For The Alburnett Road Extension- Phase 1 
Project By Gift, Negotiation, Or Eminent Domain (Beachel)   
Moved by Brandt, seconded by Mentzer, to approve Resolution No. 32587. 
Approved unanimously   

  Resolution No. 32588 Establishing Fair Market Value and Just Compensation for 
Certain Real Property (John and Kari Dulle)  
Moved by Strnad, seconded by Brandt, to approve Resolution No. 32588. 
Approved unanimously   

  Ordinance No. 25-29 amending Chapter 63 of the Code of Ordinances 
establishing the speed limit on Winslow Road (initial consideration)  
Moved by Jensen, seconded by Strnad, to approve the initial consideration of 
Ordinance No. 25-29. 
Approved unanimously   

  Public comment period regarding request to add a 4-way stop at the intersection 
of 12th Avenue and 12th Street. Mayor AbouAssaly opened the public comment 
period regarding item referenced above. Public Works Director Mike Barkalow 
provided a staff report. No comments, written or verbal, were received. Mayor 
AbouAssaly declared the public comment period closed.   

  Mayor AbouAssaly relinquished the gavel to Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen at 6:39 
p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen presided over the meeting.   

  Motion to receive and file Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) Report regarding a 
petition regarding a request to add a 4-way stop at the intersection of 12th 
Avenue and 12th Street (Adam Spear, 1209 12th Street)  
Moved by Harper, seconded by Jensen, to approve the item referenced above. 
Councilmember Jensen asked how effective yield signs would be and stated he 
would prefer stop signs. Public Works Mike Barkalow provided information 
regarding the warrants which indicated to use yield signs instead of stop signs. 
Councilmember Jensen asked if the hedge, which is blocking one of the corners, 
could be removed. Barkalow stated they could look into it.  
Approved by the following votes: 
 
Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad  
Abstained: AbouAssaly 
   

  Resolution No. 32589 approving a yield sign for eastbound traffic on 12th Avenue 
at its intersection with 12th Street  



Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Harper, to approve Resolution No. 32589. 
Moved by Jensen, seconded by Harper to table.  
Tabled by the following votes: 
 
Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad  
Abstained: AbouAssaly 
   

  Resolution No. 32590 approving a yield sign for westbound traffic on 12th 
Avenue at its intersection with 12th Street  
Moved by Jensen, seconded by Mentzer, to approve Resolution No. 32590. 
Moved by Jensen, seconded by Harper to table.  
Tabled by the following votes: 
 
Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad  
Abstained: AbouAssaly 
   

  Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen relinquished the gavel to Mayor AbouAssaly at 6:48 
p.m. Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.  

 
  Community Development  
  Ordinance No. 25-26 amending Ch. 340-5.11, Marion Municipal Airport Land Use 

and Height Overlay Zoning regulations (City of Marion) (final consideration)  
Moved by Strnad, seconded by Brandt, to approve the final consideration of 
Ordinance No. 25-26. 
Approved unanimously   

  Public hearing regarding a request for voluntary annexation of 43.27 acres of 
land located east of S 31st Street and south of Munier Road, Marion, Iowa (Atlas 
LP Company, LLC). Mayor AbouAssaly opened the public hearing regarding item 
referenced above. Deputy City Manager Kim Downs provided a staff report. No 
comments, written or verbal, were received. Mayor AbouAssaly declared the 
public hearing closed.    

  Resolution No. 32591 approving a voluntary annexation of 43.27 acres of land 
located east of S 31st Street and south of Munier Road, Marion, Iowa (Atlas LP 
Company, LLC)  
Moved by Jensen, seconded by Strnad, to approve Resolution No. 32591. 
Approved unanimously   

  Public hearing regarding amendments to Chapter 340 of the Marion Code of 
Ordinances related to zoning definitions, compatibility with the comprehensive 
plan, and nonconforming uses pertaining to lots. Mayor AbouAssaly opened the 
public hearing regarding item referenced above. Deputy City Manager Kim 
Downs provided a staff report. No comments, written or verbal, were received. 
Mayor AbouAssaly declared the public hearing closed.   

  Councilmember Strnad left the meeting at 6:54 p.m.   
  Ordinance No. 25-30 amending Chapter 340 of the Marion Code of Ordinances 



related to zoning definitions, compatibility with the comprehensive plan, and 
nonconforming uses pertaining to lots (City of Marion)  
Moved by Harper, seconded by Jensen, to approve the initial consideration of 
Ordinance No. 25-30. 
Approved by the following votes: 
 
Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, AbouAssaly, Mentzer, and Brandt 
   

  Councilmember Strnad returned at 6:56 p.m.   
  Public Hearing regarding a preliminary site development plan for Linn County 

Rural Electric Cooperative Pole Yard Expansion for property located west of 
Highway 13 and north of 29th Avenue, Marion, Iowa (Terry Sullivan). Mayor 
AbouAssaly opened the public hearing regarding item referenced above. Deputy 
City Manager Kim Downs provided a staff report. Tred Schnoor with Schnoor 
Bonifazi spoke in regards to the project. Councilmember Mentzer asked what can 
be done to landscape the site. Schnoor spoke in regards to the landscape plan 
for the site. Terry Sullivan with Linn County REC spoke in regards to phasing of 
the project. Councilmember Harper asked if the substation could be moved to the 
northwest corner closer to the Involta property. Sullivan spoke about the intended 
placement of the substation. City Manager Ryan Waller stated any amendments 
would need to be made with the next item. Councilmember Jensen stated he 
would like to see the landscaping and design elements. Sullivan spoke more 
about the landscaping plan and phasing. City Manager Ryan Waller stated he 
recommends adding that the approval is contingent on the submittal of a 
landscape plan with elevations. No other comments, written or verbal, were 
received. Mayor AbouAssaly declared the public hearing closed.    

  Resolution No. 32592 approving of a preliminary site development plan for Linn 
County Rural Electric Cooperative Pole Yard Expansion for property located west 
of Highway 13 and north of 29th Avenue, Marion, Iowa (Terry Sullivan)  
Moved by Miskimen, seconded by Harper, to approve Resolution No. 32592. 
Councilmember Mentzer asked if Council approves a landscape plan, how long 
would that landscape plan last. City Manager Ryan Waller stated the approval 
documents would speak to the landscape installation and ongoing maintenance 
requirements. Councilmember Mentzer asked if there is only space for one 
substation. Terry Sullivan with Linn County REC stated there is room for two but 
he doesn't foresee needing more than one. Councilmember Harper stated he 
would like to know where the substation will be located and the size. City 
Manager Ryan Waller stated that could be worked into the item language. Moved 
by Harper, seconded by Miskimen to amend the item to include language that the 
item contingent upon the submittal of the final landscape plan with elevation and 
placement of the pole yard, building and substation in coordination with City staff 
and subject to approval of the Planning and Zoning Commission and City 
Council. Unanimously approved to amend motion.  
Amended motion approved unanimously  

 
 PUBLIC FORUM  
 No one came forward to speak.  



 
 COUNCIL COMMENTS  
 Councilmember Harper spoke about conversations he's had recently with residents 

regarding e-bikes and scooters. He spoke about discussions with the CMPO about trail 
etiquette and stated he will be working with staff to review any ordinances.  
  
Mayor AbouAssaly spoke about recent ribbon cuttings he's attended including Bartini's 
and Costa Oil. He spoke about being mindful in how the City grows.   

 
 CLOSED SESSION  
 Motion to adjourn to closed session regarding litigation as permitted under Section 

21.5(1)(c) of the Code of Iowa.  
Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Harper, to adjourn to closed session as stated above. 
City Attorney Kara Bullerman stated that she has reviewed the subject matter to be 
discussed and found it to be an appropriate topic for closed session.  A roll call vote was 
taken. 
Approved unanimously  
Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Harper, to reconvene to regular session. 
Approved unanimously  

 
 ADJOURN  
 Mayor AbouAssaly adjourned the meeting at 8:17 p.m.  
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rachel Bolender, City Clerk 
  
  
The undersigned City Clerk of Marion, Iowa certifies that the minutes shown immediately above 
were published in the Gazette on the ______ day of _______________, 20___. 
  
  
________________________________ 
Rachel Bolender, City Clerk 


