_ MINUTES
City of City Council Regular Session

" ] 5:30 PM - Thursday, September 18, 2025
a ' ON City Hall, 1225 6th Avenue
IOWA

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, lowa met in regular session, on Thursday,
September 18, 2025, at 5:30 PM, in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 1225 6th Avenue, with the
following members present:

Grant Harper, Steve Jensen, Gage Miskimen, Nicolas AbouAssaly, Sara

PRESENT: Mentzer, Will Brandt, and Randy Strnad

ABSENT: None

Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.
The meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance and Council observed a moment of silence.

PROCLAMATIONS/OATHS

Proclamation - Suicide Prevention Awareness Month (September 2025)
Councilmember Miskimen read and presented the proclamation referenced above to
Jena Schoenhofer with Foundation 2.

Proclamation - National Hispanic Heritage Month (September 15 - October 15, 2025)
Mayor AbouAssaly read the proclamation referenced above.

PUBLIC FORUM

The following comment submitted prior to the meeting was shown:
Frank Sherman shared concerns relating to Ordinance 25-26 regarding Chapter 340-
5.11, Marion Municipal Airport Land Use and Height Overlay Zoning regulations.

CONSENT AGENDA

Administrative Services
Minutes of the September 2 and 4, 2025 City Council meetings

Liquor licenses as follows:
e New - Bartini's Marion
e Renewal - Marion Chamber of Commerce (Oktoberfest)

Receive and file August 2025 department monthly report
Payments as presented in the amount of $2,039,371.18

Resolution No. 32539 amending the Schedule of Fees, Bonds and Insurance



effective October 1, 2025

Resolution No. 32540 setting date for public hearing on Urban Renewal Plan
Amendment for the Central Corridor Urban Renewal Area

Resolution No. 32541 setting date for public hearing on urban renewal plan
amendments for the West Tower Terrace Road Urban Renewal Area and the
Echo Hill Road Urban Renewal Area

Resolution No. 32542 approving an amendment to the Amended Economic
Development Loan Agreement with Prospect Meadows, Inc.

Resolution No. 32543 approving and authorizing entry into the Nationwide Opioid
Settlement Agreement with additional defendants

Resolution No. 32544 approving purchase from Zoho Corporation regarding
additional equipment licenses and authorizing payment in the amount not to
exceed $106,018

Public Works

Resolution No. 32545 accepting the Sanitary Trunk Sewer Project 7 (SWR-20-
001-7)

Resolution No. 32546 approving wetland credit purchase associated with the
CEMAR Trail Phase 5 project between the City of Marion and Black Hawk
Mitigation Bank and authorizing payment in the amount of $11,520 (TAP-U-
4775(639)--81-57) (TRL-17-055)

Motion directing staff to solicit land acquisition services for the 7th Avenue, 12th
Street to 22nd Street, Reconstruction Project (TRANS-23-001)

Motion directing staff to solicit engineering services for the Marion Bus Stops
Project (TRANS-25-001) and 15th Street SRTS Sidewalk Project (TRL-26-002)

Resolution No. 32547 approving change order no. 2 with Central States Concrete
regarding the Public Safety Training Facility Paving and Foundation Package in
the amount of $17,346

Community Development

Resolution No. 32548 setting a public hearing date for October 9, 2025 regarding
amendments to Chapter 340 of the Marion Code of Ordinances related to zoning
definitions, compatibility with the comprehensive plan, and nonconforming uses
pertaining to lots (City of Marion)

Resolution No. 32549 setting the date of a public hearing for October 9, 2025
regarding a preliminary site development plan for property located west of
Highway 13 and north of 29th Avenue, Marion, lowa

Resolution No. 32550 approving the Central Corridor Review related to exterior
alterations for property located at 1625 7th Avenue, Marion, lowa (RJ
Construction)

Resolution No. 32551 waiving Ordinance No 24-21 regarding the Marion



Enterprise Center Design Guidelines to allow the location of an overhead service
door on the front of the building located at 6407 Partners Avenue, Marion, lowa
(Twenty40 Building Concepts Inc)

Resolution No. 32552 approving a final site development plan for facade
alterations to 6407 Partners Avenue, Marion, lowa (Twenty40 Building Concepts
Inc)

Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Jensen, to approve the consent agenda as
shown above. Resolution No. 32553 was removed from the consent agenda for
separate consideration.

Approved unanimously

Library

Resolution No. 32553 approving a Bookmobile Hold Harmless with Marion Four
Oaks

Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Jensen, to approve Resolution No. 32553.
Approved by the following votes:

Ayes: Harper, Jensen, AbouAssaly, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad
Abstained: Miskimen

Mayor AbouAssaly relinquished the gavel to Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen at 5:40
p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen presided over the meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA WITH MAYOR ABOUASSALY'S ABSTENTION

Administrative Services
Resolution No. 32554 repealing the Marion Airport Layout Plan

Resolution No. 32555 setting a date of meeting for October 9, 2025 at which it is
proposed to approve a Development Agreement with 530 Investments, LLC,
including annual appropriation tax increment payments

Public Works

Resolution No. 32556 approving purchase of 2026 Ford F-550 Pickup with a
Plow from McGrath Ford in the amount of $106,555.72, authorizing a trade-in of
a 2003 Ford F350 Super Duty and associated equipment for a credit in the
amount of $5,000, and authorizing payment in the amount of $101,555.72

Resolution No. 32557 approving purchase of a Tracked Skid Loader from Rexco
in the amount of $82,776.61, authorizing a trade-in of a 2018 CAT skid loader for
a credit in the amount of $23,500, and authorizing payment in the amount of
$59,276.61

Resolution No. 32558 approving a purchase agreement and temporary
constructon easement with N&E Real Estate LLC, 243 7th Avenue, regarding the
Alburnett Road Extension Project and authorizing payment in the amount of



$6,950 (TRANS-18-092)

Moved by Brandt, seconded by Mentzer, to approve consent agenda with Mayor
AbouAssaly’s abstention as shown above.
Approved by the following votes:

Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad
Abstained: AbouAssaly

Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen relinquished the gavel to Mayor AbouAssaly at 5:41
p.m. Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.

REGULAR AGENDA

Administrative Services

Ordinance No. 25-25 repealing Chapter 12, Article VIl of the Marion Code of
Ordinances regarding the Marion Municipal Airport Committee (final
consideration)

Moved by Strnad, seconded by Brandt, to approve the final consideration of
Ordinance No. 25-25.
Approved unanimously

Public Works

Public comment period regarding a request to install “Children at Play” signs on
Winslow Road and entrances to Larkspur Drive, Aster Court and Tall Pines
Court, and to reduce the speed limit on Winslow Road between Tower Terrace
Road and Foxborough Drive

Mayor AbouAssaly opened the public comment period regarding item referenced
above. Public Works Director Mike Barkalow provided a staff report. Joseph
Louison (Larkspur Drive) spoke in favor of reducing the speed limit. Olivia Raygor
(Aster Court) spoke in favor of reducing the speed limit and adding signage. Levi
Kirkpatrick (Aster Court) spoke in favor of reducing the speed limit.

The following comments submitted prior to the meeting were shown:

e Levi Kirkpatrick (4020 Aster Court) wrote in opposition of the TAC
recommendation.

e Lauren Kirkpatrick (4020 Aster Court) wrote in opposition of the TAC
recommendation.

e Mary Ives (4087 Aster Court) wrote in opposition of the TAC
recommendation.

e Michael Ives (Aster Court) wrote in opposition of the TAC
recommendation.

e Kathryn Langguth (2930 5th Street) wrote in opposition of the TAC
recommendation.

e Dani & Joe Louison (4033 Larkspur Drive) wrote in opposition of the TAC
recommendation.



e Michael Link (4021 Aster Court) wrote in opposition of the TAC
recommendation.

e Olivia Raygor (4042 Aster Court) wrote in opposition of the TAC
recommendation.

No other comments, written or verbal, were received. Mayor AbouAssaly
declared the public comment period closed.

Motion to receive and file Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) report to install
“Children at Play” signs on Winslow Road and entrances to Larkspur Drive, Aster
Court and Tall Pines Court, and to reduce the speed limit on Winslow Road
between Tower Terrace Road and Foxborough Drive (Levi Kirkpatrick, 4020
Aster Court)

Moved by Jensen, seconded by Strnad, to approve the item as referenced
above.
Approved unanimously

Motion concurring with the Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) recommendations
for Winslow Road

Moved by Harper, seconded by Jensen, to approve the item as referenced
above. Mayor AbouAssaly asked for a recap of the recommendations. Public
Works Director Mike Barkalow stated the recommendations are to not install
"Children at Play" signs, leaving the speed limit at 35 mph, deploying the speed
feedback trailer, and a targeted speed enforcement. Barkalow stated Winslow
Road is a collector street and not classified as a residential street.
Councilmember Harper asked if the standards can be tailored for local
jurisdictions and neighborhoods based on concerns. Barkalow stated the speed
limit is set by City Council and would require an ordinance. Councilmember
Miskimen stated he doesn't have an issue with lowering the speed limit by 5-10
mph. Councilmember Mentzer stated at a minimum she would like to see the
speed reduced to 30 mph. Councilmember Jensen asked for clarification about
the statement made that the police department couldn't enforce because there
was nowhere to park their car. Deputy Police Chief Nott stated if there is no
shoulder, enforcement would just be done by driving around the neighborhood.
Councilmember Jensen stated he supports reducing the speed to 30 mph.
Councilmember Brandt stated he would support adding the school zone signage
next to the administrative building and reducing to 30 mph in the other sections.
Mayor AbouAssaly asked what would be the issue with adding "children at play"
signage. Barkalow read the reasoning. Moved by Jensen, seconded by Brandt to
concur with the TAC recommendation with the exception to reduce the speed
limit on Winslow Road to 30 mph from Tower Terrace north to Berry's Run
Bridge. Approved unanimously to amend motion.

Amended motion approved unanimously

Mayor AbouAssaly left the meeting and relinquished the gavel to Mayor Pro Tem
Miskimen at 6:22 p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen presided over the meeting.

Community Development
Ordinance No. 25-26 amending Ch. 340-5.11, Marion Municipal Airport Land Use



and Height Overlay Zoning regulations (City of Marion) (second consideration)

Moved by Harper, seconded by Jensen, to approve the second consideration of
Ordinance No. 25-26.
Approved by the following votes:

Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad

Ordinance No. 25-27 approving the request to rezone property from BR,
Regional Business; M-2, General Manufacturing; and PI, Public Institutional to
PUD, Planned Unit Development located south of Marion Airport Road and east
of Enterprise Drive, Marion, lowa (530 Investments LLC, LuxAir Aviation LLC,
AirCom Caves COA, JJL Aviation LLC, Abode Construction Inc, and Genesis
Equities LLC) (second consideration)

Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Harper, to approve the second consideration of
Ordinance No. 25-27.

Approved by the following votes:

Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad

Mayor AbouAssaly returned at 6:24 p.m.
Motion to suspend the rules and proceed to the final consideration of Ordinance
No. 25-27

Moved by Brandt, seconded by Mentzer, to approve the item as referenced
above.
Approved by the following votes:

Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, and Strnad
Nays: Brandt
Abstained: AbouAssaly

Ordinance No. 25-27 approving the request to rezone property from BR,
Regional Business; M-2, General Manufacturing; and PI, Public Institutional to
PUD, Planned Unit Development located south of Marion Airport Road and east
of Enterprise Drive, Marion, lowa (530 Investments LLC, LuxAir Aviation LLC,
AirCom Caves COA, JJL Aviation LLC, Abode Construction Inc, and Genesis
Equities LLC) (final consideration)

Moved by Strnad, seconded by Brandt, to approve the final consideration of
Ordinance No. 25-27.
Approved by the following votes:

Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad
Abstained: AbouAssaly

Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen relinquished the gavel to Mayor AbouAssaly at 6:26
p.m. Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.

PUBLIC FORUM



An anonymous person spoke about how taxpayer's money is spent and read a letter from
Chad Pelley.

Wade Markley, retired from the Marion Fire Department, shared concerns regarding a
letter that medical retirees received regarding a change in medical coverage.

Lance Miller, retired from the Marion Police Department, shared concerns regarding a
letter that medical retirees received regarding a change in medical coverage.

Bill Pechman, retired from the Marion Police Department, shared concerns regarding a
letter that medical retirees received regarding a change in medical coverage.

Jeff Vanersvelde, retired from the Marion Fire Department, shared concerns regarding a
letter that medical retirees received regarding a change in medical coverage.

City Manager Ryan Waller spoke about the State Code change referenced in the
previous four speakers and shared the reasoning for the change in medical coverage.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilmember Mentzer thanked Team Marion for their work on the Fall Into Marion
parade.

Mayor AbouAssaly congratulated Public Works Director Mike Barkalow for the recent
award he received. Mayor also thanked the team for their work on the Fall Into Marion
parade. He also spoke about a couple of ribbon cuttings he's attended.

CLOSED SESSION

Motion to adjourn to closed session regarding real estate transactions as permitted under
Section 21.5(1)(j) of the Code of lowa.

Moved by Jensen, seconded by Strnad, to adjourn to closed session as stated above.
City Attorney Kara Bullerman stated that she has reviewed the subject matter to be
discussed and found it to be an appropriate topic for closed session. A roll call vote was
taken.

Approved unanimously

Moved by Jensen, seconded by Harper, to reconvene to regular session.
Approved unanimously

ADJOURN
Mayor AbouAssaly adjourned the meeting at 7:15 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Rachel Bolender, City Clerk



The undersigned City Clerk of Marion, lowa certifies that the minutes shown immediately above
were published in the Gazette on the day of , 20

Rachel Bolender, City Clerk



