_ MINUTES
City of City Council Regular Session

¢ 5:30 PM - Thursday, September 4, 2025
a ' ON City Hall, 1225 6th Avenue
IOWA

The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, lowa met in regular session, on Thursday,
September 4, 2025, at 5:30 PM, in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 1225 6th Avenue, with the
following members present:

Grant Harper, Steve Jensen, Gage Miskimen, Nicolas AbouAssaly, Sara
Mentzer, Will Brandt, and Randy Strnad

ABSENT: None

PRESENT:

Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.
The meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance and Council observed a moment of silence.

PROCLAMATIONS/OATHS

Oath of Office
Mayor AbouAssaly administered the oath of office for Police Chief Jeremy Sprague

Proclamation - Library Card Sign-Up Month (September 2025)
Councilmember Miskimen read and presented the proclamation referenced above to
Library Director Bill Carroll.

Proclamation - 19th Annual Five Seasons Stand Down Day (September 4, 2025)
Councilmember Strnad read the proclamation referenced above.

Proclamation - Labor Union Appreciation Month (September 2025)
Mayor AbouAssaly read the proclamation referenced above.

PUBLIC FORUM
No one came forward to speak.

CONSENT AGENDA

Administrative Services
Minutes of the August 19 and 21, 2025 City Council meetings

Liquor licenses as follows:
e New - Lucky Wife Wine Slushies
e Renewal - Eva's Mexican Restaurant
e Renewal - Sara's Mini Mart



Motion accepting resignation of Liz Allen from the Nuisance Enforcement and
Property Maintenance Advisory Board

Hold harmless agreements with the following:

e Marion Community Band regarding concerts at Thomas Park on June 16
and July 2, 2026

e YENKO regarding Spark in the Park at Lowe Park on September 7, 2025

e Ohnward Bank regarding a Tailgate event at 665 Marion Blvd on October
11, 2025

e Marion Chamber of Commerce regarding Oktoberfest on 7th Avenue on
September 20, 2025

Payments as presented in the amount of $3,426,000.56

Receive and file job descriptions for the Part-time Ice Loop Lead, Part-time Ice
Loop Attendant, and Part-time Ice Loop Operator.

Resolution No. 32523 approving administrative services and managed account
agreements with MissionSquare regarding the 457(b) deferred compensation
plan

Resolution No. 32524 approving agreement with Berry, Dunn, McNeil & Parker,
LLC for technology planning services and authorizing payment in the amount of
$86,225

Motion to approve project calendar regarding the 2025 City Hall Renovation
Project as follows:

e Motion approving Resolution of Necessity and to retain Formation Group
as the Project Manager regarding the 2025 City Hall Renovation Project
(FACS-26-002)

e Motion approving filing of plans, specifications, form of contract and
estimate of cost, advertising for bids by posting notice to bidders, and
authorizing City officials or designees to receive and open bids regarding
the 2025 City Hall Renovation Project

e Motion setting public hearing and directing publication thereof for the 2025
City Hall Renovation Project for October 9, 2025

Public Safety

Resolution No. 32525 approving updated fee schedule for Lund Fire Protection
for fire services plan review

Resolution No. 32526 approving agreement with Waldinger Corporation
regarding the three year maintenance service agreement for the police
department and authorizing payment in the amount of $32,643.00

Parks

Resolution No. 32527 approving payment to Roland Wilbert Vault Company for
the disinterment of 15 vaults as part of the Cemetery Crypt Wall project in the
amount of $27,750 (REC 25.001)



Public Works

Resolution No. 32528 approving change order no. 4 with Boomerang Corp
regarding the Sanitary Trunk Sewer Projects 4 and 5 and authorizing payment in
an amount not to exceed $9,766.96 (SWR-20-001-4)

Resolution No. 32529 approving change order no. 4 with Hunt Construction
regarding additional work related to the 2025 Sidewalk Ramp Project and
authorizing payment in the amount of $10,880 (ANN-18-106)

Community Development

Resolution No. 32530 setting a public hearing for October 9, 2025 regarding a
request for voluntary annexation of 43.27 acres of land located east of S 31st
Street and south of Munier Road, Marion, lowa (Atlas LP Company, LLC)

Moved by Harper, seconded by Jensen, to approve the consent agenda as

shown above.
Approved unanimously

Mayor AbouAssaly relinquished the gavel to Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen at 5:44
p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen presided over the meeting.

CONSENT AGENDA WITH MAYOR ABOUASSALY'S ABSTENTION

Administrative Services

Resolution No. 32531 Setting Date for Public Hearing on Urban Renewal Plan
Amendment for Collins Road Extension Urban Renewal Area

Public Works

Resolution No. 32532 approving purchase of 2026 Ford F-250 Pickup with a
Plow and Lift Gate from McGrath Ford in the amount of $78,118.59, authorizing a
trade-in of a 2006 Ford F-250 and associated equipment for a credit in the
amount of $3,500.00, and authorizing payment in the amount of $74,618.59.

Resolution No. 32533 approving purchase of 2026 Ford F-550 Crew Cab with 9'
Flat Bed from McGrath Ford in the amount of $101,498, authorizing a trade-in of
a 2002 Dodge and associated equipment for a credit in the amount of $3,500,
and authorizing payment in the amount of $97,998

Community Development

Resolution No. 32534 approving Plat of Survey No. 2975 for property located
south of Marion Airport Road and west of AirCom Drive, Marion, lowa (Genesis
Equities LLC)

Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Harper, to approve consent agenda with Mayor
AbouAssaly’s abstention as shown above.

Approved by the following votes:

Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad



Abstained: AbouAssaly

Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen relinquished the gavel to Mayor AbouAssaly at 5:45
p.m. Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.

REGULAR AGENDA

Administrative Services

Ordinance No. 25-25 repealing Chapter 12, Article VIl of the Marion Code of
Ordinances regarding the Marion Municipal Airport Committee (second
consideration)

Moved by Brandt, seconded by Mentzer, to approve the second consideration of
Ordinance No. 25-25.
Approved unanimously

Parks

Resolution No. 32535 calling an election on proposal to enter into a General
Obligation Loan Agreement and borrow money thereunder in a principal amount
to be determined.

Moved by Strnad, seconded by Brandt, to approve Resolution No. 32535.
Councilmember Mentzer spoke about the process the City has gone through to
get to this point. She stated she wants to make sure if we put something on the
ballot it's the best proposal going forward. Councilmember Jensen stated he
would like this to move forward but would only support moving forward with the
amount of $37,420,000 and does not want to use Local Option Sales Tax (LOST)
to fund a portion of the project. Councilmember Harper agrees in that he does
not want to use LOST funding however, he doesn't believe there is enough clarity
with the residents to move forward at this time. Councilmember Strnad stated he
struggles with the dollar amounts that would be passed along to the residents
and feels like a project being submitted to the ballot should be fully supported by
Council. Mayor AbouAssaly stated he is proud of the work that has been
completed to date on this project and that decisions have been based on good
reasoning, studies and data. He stated the community has been involved in the
process since the very beginning and they were excited once the project was
announced. He stated the costs provided has decreased the excitement. He also
shared that he feels like the project should be placed on hold until further items
can be completed. Councilmember Brandt stated up until today he's been
supportive of putting it on the ballot but because the project is not fully supported
by Council, he's decided the project should be placed on hold. Councilmember
Jensen asked if LOST should fund any part of aquatic center work. City Manager
Ryan Waller stated that information would help staff in future discussions.
Councilmember Mentzer stated she's not ready to make that determination.
Councilmember Brandt stated he would not be in favor of using LOST in the
project as presented but would be supportive if it was presented in a different
scenario. Councilmember Harper agreed with Councilmember Brandt.
Councilmember Strnad stated he would not be in support of using LOST funds



towards the buildout of an aquatic center.
Failed by the following votes:

Ayes: Jensen
Nays: Harper, Miskimen, AbouAssaly, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad

Community Development

Ordinance No. 25-24 amending Chapter 340 of the Marion Code of Ordinances
related to district uses and specific use standards pertaining to gas stations (City
of Marion) (final consideration)

Moved by Jensen, seconded by Strnad, to approve the final consideration of
Ordinance No. 25-24.
Approved unanimously

Public hearing regarding the sale of portions of the vacated southern 120' of the
north/south alley between 13th and 14th Streets and between 5th and 6th
Avenues, Marion, lowa

Mayor AbouAssaly opened the public hearing regarding item referenced above.
Principal Planner Nicole Behrens provided a staff report. The homeowner of
1340 5th Avenue stated he has spoken with the Marion Independent School
District and is currently working on an agreement where he could leave the fence
as is until there is a development need from the school for him to remove the
fence. No other comments, written or verbal, were received. Mayor AbouAssaly
declared the public hearing closed.

Resolution No. 32536 approving the sale of a portion of the vacated southern
120' of the north/south alley between 13th and 14th Streets and between 5th and
6th Avenues, adjacent to Original Town Lots 7 and 8, Block 31, Marion, lowa
(Marion Independent School District)

Moved by Harper, seconded by Jensen, to approve Resolution No. 32536. A roll
call vote was taken.

Approved unanimously

Resolution No. 32537 approving the sale of a portion of the vacated southern
120' of the north/south alley between 13th and 14th Streets and between 5th and
6th Avenues, adjacent to 1340 5th Avenue, Marion, lowa (Perry A Whitlatch II
and Tammy K Wiebold)

Moved by Miskimen, seconded by Harper, to approve Resolution No. 32537. A
roll call vote was taken.
Approved unanimously

Public hearing regarding code amendments to Ch. 340-5.11, Marion Municipal
Airport Land Use and Height Overlay Zoning regulations

Mayor AbouAssaly opened the public hearing regarding item referenced above.
Chris Janson, consultant with MSA Professional Services, provided a staff report.
No comments, written or verbal, were received. Mayor AbouAssaly declared the



public hearing closed.

Mayor AbouAssaly relinquished the gavel to Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen at 6:28
p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen presided over the meeting.

Ordinance No. 25-26 amending Ch. 340-5.11, Marion Municipal Airport Land Use
and Height Overlay Zoning regulations (City of Marion) (initial consideration)

Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Harper, to approve the initial consideration of
Ordinance No. 25-26. Councilmember Harper shared concerns with the time it
would take for the FAA to make determinations about items intruding into the
overlay zones.

Approved by the following votes:

Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad
Abstained: AbouAssaly

Public hearing regarding a request to amend the Future Land Use Map of the
Marion Comprehensive plan from Civic and Industrial to Commercial, and a
request to rezone property from BR, Regional Business; M-2, General
Manufacturing; and PI, Public Institutional to PUD, Planned Unit Development for
property located south of Marion Airport Road and east of Enterprise Drive,
Marion, lowa

Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen opened the public hearing regarding item referenced
above. Principal Planner Nicole Behrens provided a staff report. Hanna Kustes,
with Genesis Equities and Abode Construction, stated she is one of the
applicants and is available for any questions. No other comments, written or
verbal, were received. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen declared the public hearing
closed.

Resolution No. 32538 amending the Future Land Use Map of the Marion
Comprehensive plan from Civic and Industrial to Commercial for property located
south of Marion Airport Road and east of Enterprise Drive, Marion, lowa (530
Investments LLC, LuxAir Aviation LLC, AirCom Caves COA, JJL Aviation LLC,
Abode Construction Inc, and Genesis Equities LLC)

Moved by Brandt, seconded by Mentzer, to approve Resolution No. 32538.
Approved by the following votes:

Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad
Abstained: AbouAssaly

Ordinance No. 25-27 approving the request to rezone property from BR,
Regional Business; M-2, General Manufacturing; and PI, Public Institutional to
PUD, Planned Unit Development located south of Marion Airport Road and east
of Enterprise Drive, Marion, lowa (530 Investments LLC, LuxAir Aviation LLC,
AirCom Caves COA, JJL Aviation LLC, Abode Construction Inc, and Genesis
Equities LLC) (initial consideration)

Moved by Strnad, seconded by Brandt, to approve the initial consideration of
Ordinance No. 25-27.



Approved by the following votes:

Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad
Abstained: AbouAssaly

Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen relinquished the gavel to Mayor AbouAssaly at 6:48
p.m. Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.

PUBLIC FORUM
Melissa Duffield shared a legal notice with the City of Marion.

COUNCIL COMMENTS

Councilmember Harper stated he has received correspondence recently regarding e-
bikes and scooters on sidewalks and he stated he will be working with staff to look into
that matter.

Councilmember Mentzer stated they have wrapped up Sunrise Yoga and they had over
1500 attendees this past year. She thanked staff for their support of the event. She also
stated October 1 will be the Healthiest State Walk and invited those interested to attend.
The walk starts at City Hall. Councilmember Mentzer also agreed she's seen issues with
e-bikes and scooters on sidewalks.

ADJOURN
Mayor AbouAssaly adjourned the meeting at 6:58 p.m.

Respectfully submitted,
Rachel Bolender, City Clerk

The undersigned City Clerk of Marion, lowa certifies that the minutes shown immediately above
were published in the Gazette on the day of , 20

Rachel Bolender, City Clerk



