
 

MINUTES 

City Council Regular Session  
4:00 PM - Tuesday, July 1, 2025 
City Hall, 1225 6th Avenue 

  
The City Council of the City of Marion, Linn County, Iowa met in regular session, on Tuesday, July 
1, 2025, at 4:00 PM, in the Council Chambers of City Hall, 1225 6th Avenue, with the following 
members present: 
  

PRESENT: Grant Harper, Steve Jensen, Gage Miskimen, Nicolas AbouAssaly, Sara 
Mentzer, Will Brandt, and Randy Strnad 

ABSENT: None 

  
Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.  
The meeting opened with the pledge of allegiance and Council observed a moment of silence. 
 
 PRESENTATIONS  
 Presentation Regarding the Collaborative Growth Initiative 

Jodi Schafer, Talent Attraction Director with the Cedar Rapids Metro Economic Alliance, 
shared information regarding the Collaborative Growth Initiative including the approach 
being used, marketing campaigns and funding. Councilmember Jensen asked if the State 
of Iowa initiative could follow what the State of Indiana did. Schafer stated there is a 
different philosophy between the two but the Make My Move platform was shared with 
the State. Councilmember Jensen asked if there are any other communities in Iowa that 
are utilizing the program. Schafer stated there is one city. Councilmember Mentzer asked 
for more information about the Make My Move platform. Schafer explained the concept. 
Councilmember Harper asked if there was any skill or other deficit in the metro area 
talent market. Schafer stated there is a struggle for management roles, advanced 
engineers and healthcare workers. Council was in consensus to provide the additional 
funding in the total amount of $87,000 for fiscal year 2026. An action item will be brought 
forward at a future meeting.    

 Annual Presentation of the Marion Planning & Zoning Commission and the Marion 
Zoning Board of Adjustment 
Planning & Zoning Chair Nikki Wilcox provided an overview of the Planning & Zoning 
Commission and a recap of the past year. Councilmember Jensen thanked the 
Commission for all the work that took place related to the Comprehensive Plan update. 
Associate Planner Nicole Behrens provided an overview of the Zoning Board of 
Adjustment and a recap of the past year.   

 
 PUBLIC FORUM  
 No one came forward to speak.  



 
 CONSENT AGENDA 
 
  Administrative Services  
  Minutes of the June 17 and 19, 2025 City Council meetings   
  Liquor licenses as follows: 

 Renewal - Marion Food Market (automatic renewal) 
 New - Marion Chamber of Commerce - Snack Shack   

  Hold harmless agreement with the following: 
 Christ Community Church regarding Serving our Seniors 5K on 

September 28, 2025 starting at 3000 Alburnett Road   
  Mayor AbouAssaly's recommended appointments:  

 Marion Public Library Board of Trustees: 
o Ryan Norton, term expires 12/31/26   

  Payments as presented in the amount of $2,451,307.78   
  Certified List for Firefighter   
  Certified List for Police Chief   
  Resolution No. 32440 approving the City of Marion 2025 Employee Handbook   
  Resolution No. 32441 approving an updated Travel Policy   
  Resolution No. 32442 approving Fiscal Year 2025-2026 operating budget 

transfers in the amount of $20,397,916   
  Resolution No. 32443 approving payment to Insight Public Sector regarding 

additional Microsoft licensing in the amount of $20,013.52   
  Motion to approve letter of support regarding the Workforce Housing Tax Credit 

Award and change of unit count for Broad & Main on Seventh  
 
  Parks  
  Resolution No. 32444 approving the policy and application for Natural or 

Naturalistic Landscaping  
 
  Public Works  
  Resolution No. 32445 approving contract amendment with Iowa Economic 

Development Authority (IEDA) regarding the Community Development Block 
Grant Disaster Recovery (CDBG-DR) Program for the Marion - Library Generator 
Project to request a contract end date extension   

  Resolution No. 32446 approving a stop sign for northbound traffic on Eight Bells 
Drive at its intersection with Calder Drive.   

  Resolution No. 32447 approving a stop sign for northbound traffic on Quartz 
Drive at its intersection with 35th Avenue   



  Resolution No. 32448 approving a stop sign for northbound traffic on Winchester 
Drive at its intersection with Calder Drive   

  Resolution No. 32449 approving a stop sign for southbound traffic on Ruben 
Drive at its intersection with 35th Avenue   

  Resolution No. 32450 approving a stop sign for westbound traffic on Hastings 
Drive at its intersection with Eight Bells Drive   

  Resolution No. 32451 approving stop signs for east and west bound traffic on 
Calder Drive at its intersection with Quartz Drive   

  Motion to approve project calendar regarding the CEMAR Trail Phase 5 Project 
(TAP-U-4775(639)--8I-57) (TRL-17-055) as follows:  

 Motion approving Resolution of Necessity and to retain the City Engineer 
as Project Engineer regarding the CEMAR Trail Phase 5 Project (TAP-U-
4775(639)--8I-57) (TRL-17-055) 

 Motion approving filing of plans, specifications, form of contract and 
estimate of cost, advertising for bids by posting notice to bidders, and 
authorizing City officials or designees to receive and open bids regarding 
the CEMAR Trail Phase 5 Project (TAP-U-4775(639)--8I-57) (TRL-17-055) 

 Motion setting public hearing and directing publication thereof for CEMAR 
Trail Phase 5 Project (TAP-U-4775(639)--8I-57) (TRL-17-055)   

  Resolution No. 32452 authorizing payment to the City of Cedar Rapids on behalf 
of the Corridor Metropolitan Planning Organization (CMPO) for reimbursements 
for utilizing community project funding for Tower Terrace Road Transportation 
Corridor Improvements in the amount of $327,700 (TRANS-24-001)   

  Resolution No. 32453 accepting the 2024 16th Avenue Sanitary Sewer Project 
(ANN-18-029)  

 
  Community Development  
  Resolution No. 32454 setting a public hearing date for July 17, 2025 regarding a 

request to rezone properties from SR-2, Suburban Medium-Density Single-
Family Residential to SR-3, Suburban Medium-Density Single-Family Residential 
located east of Lucore Road and north of Artesian Road, Marion, Iowa (Craig J. 
Tobin)   

  Resolution No. 32455 approving Sycamore Heights First Addition Final Plat and 
Memorandum of Agreement for property located north of 35th Avenue and east 
of 44th Street extended (Sycamore Development, LLC)   

  Resolution No. 32456 approving a request for a refund of $13,189.60 on Permit 
No. 2022-00010128 issued for property located at 1112 6th Avenue, Marion, 
Iowa (DCI Group Inc)   

  Resolution No. 32457 approving an amendment to professional services 
agreement with MSA Professional Services, Inc. for on-call consulting planning 
assistance  
Moved by Harper, seconded by Jensen, to approve consent agenda as 
referenced above. Councilmember Jensen asked about the timeline of the 



CEMAR Trail Phase 5 Project. Public Works Director Mike Barkalow explained 
that they will know more after the public hearing at the next meeting. 
Councilmember Jensen also asked for the zone differences for Resolution No. 
32454. Associate Planner Nicole Behrens explained the differences.  
Approved unanimously   

  Mayor AbouAssaly relinquished the gavel to Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen at 4:47 
p.m. Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen presided over the meeting.  

 
 CONSENT AGENDA WITH MAYOR ABOUASSALY'S ABSTENTION 
 
  Public Works  
  Resolution No. 32458 approving a purchase agreement and temporary 

construction easement with Alliant Energy/IPL, Outlot B, Davis and Brooks 
Second Addition, regarding the Alburnett Road Extension Project and authorizing 
payment in the amount of $170 (TRANS-18-092)  
Moved by Mentzer, seconded by Harper, to approve consent agenda with Mayor 
AbouAssaly’s abstention as shown above. 
Approved by the following votes: 
 
Ayes: Harper, Jensen, Miskimen, Mentzer, Brandt, and Strnad  
Abstained: AbouAssaly 
   

  Mayor Pro Tem Miskimen relinquished the gavel to Mayor AbouAssaly at 4:48 
p.m. Mayor AbouAssaly presided over the meeting.  

 
 REGULAR AGENDA 
 
  Administrative Services  
  Ordinance No. 25-20 amending various sections of the Marion Code of 

Ordinances including Section 238-13 regarding Sound Amplifiers in Parks, 
Section 313-3.12 regarding Operation of golf carts, Section 133-1 and 133-19 
regarding Snow Plowers for Hire, and Section 268-9 regarding Private hauler 
licenses (final consideration)  
Moved by Brandt, seconded by Mentzer, to approve the final consideration of 
Ordinance No. 25-20.  
Approved unanimously  

 
  Public Works  
  Ordinance No. 25-21 repealing various sections of the Marion Code of 

Ordinances including Chapter 12, Article XI regarding the Public Works Board, 
Section 50-2E regarding Mayor appointments, and Section 50-34B(2) regarding 
City Manager appointments and supervision of other personnel (second 
consideration)  
Moved by Strnad, seconded by Brandt, to approve the second consideration of 
Ordinance No. 25-21. 



Approved unanimously  
 
 PUBLIC FORUM  
 Darrell Peterson (1625 7th Avenue) shared information regarding his business and the 

need for additional parking.   
 
 COUNCIL COMMENTS  
 Councilmember Harper shared information regarding the Amateur Radio Field Day event 

last week. He also shared information regarding solicitors in the City and reminded 
residents of their rights to request a copy of their license. He also requested we look at 
the hours solicitors are able to operate.  
  
Councilmember Mentzer provided an update on various activities including Zumba, 
Sunrise Yoga and Downdog in Uptown.  
  
Councilmember Brandt provided an update regarding the Indian Creek cleanup. They are 
looking to hold another event in August.  
  
Mayor AbouAssaly spoke about the use of the plaza and stated he enjoys seeing 
everyone visiting. He thanked everyone for making that project a reality. He wished 
everyone a happy Independence Day. He also reminded everyone about the use of 
fireworks and that it is no longer under the City's control on when they can be used.   

 
 ADJOURN  
 Mayor AbouAssaly adjourned the meeting at 5:05 p.m.   
 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Rachel Bolender, City Clerk 
  
  
The undersigned City Clerk of Marion, Iowa certifies that the minutes shown immediately above 
were published in the Gazette on the ______ day of _______________, 20___. 
  
  
________________________________ 
Rachel Bolender, City Clerk 


