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1. Purpose

Thepurposeofthispolicyistoencourage thepreservation, restoration and
maintenance ofdiversebiologically stablenaturalplantcommunities orenvironmentally
soundpractices. TheCityCouncil findsthattheestablishment ofnativeornaturalistic
plantcommunities isadesirable landscape treatment intheCity. However, asa
protection forthelargercommunity, thischangeinvegetationmustbeproperly
planned, managedandmaintained.  

2. Scope

ThispolicyappliestoNaturalorNaturalistic Landscaping Areasonprivateproperty.  It
doesnotapplytonaturalorconservation areasasdesignated bytheCity’sWeedOfficial
onCity-ownedproperty.  SaidNaturalorNaturalistic Landscaping Areasshallnot
constituteaConservation AreaforpurposesofNatural ResourcesConservation Services
programming orresources.  

3. Definitions

NativeandNaturalistic Vegetation - shallmeangrassesandfloweringbroad-leafplants
thatarenativeto, oradaptedto, theStateofIowa, exceptnoxious weeds. Thisdoes
notincludeturfgrasslawns (bluegrass, fescues, ryegrasses andtheirblends) left
unattended forthepurposeofreturning toanaturalstate.  

Nativegrasses - shallmeangrassesthatexistedintheareapriortoEuropean
settlement.  

Nativeplants - shallmeanplantsthatexistedintheareapriortoEuropean settlement.  

Natural landscaping - shallmeantheuseofgroupsofplantsnativetothearea.  

Naturalistic landscaping - shallmeantheuseofnativeandnon-nativeplants.  

Noxiousweeds - shallmeanplantssodesignated bytheIowaDepartment of
Agriculture andLandStewardship (IDALS) pursuant toIowaCode, thoseidentifiedby
LinnCounty, orUSDA-APHIS.  

Transitional period - shallmeantheamountoftimetochangefromonetypeof
landscaping toanother.   

4. Policy

A. Propertyownersmayapplyforapermittoutilizeaspecificareaorareasfor
naturalornaturalistic landscaping.    
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B. Permitsshallbesubmitted totheParksandRecreation Department forreview.  

C. Uponcompletion ofsaidreview, theParksandRecreation Department shall
promptlynotifytheapplicant ifthepermit isapproved, denied, orifadditional
information isneeded.  

D. TheParksandRecreation Department shallcompilealistofplantsthatare
desirable foruseinNaturalorNaturalistic Landscaping. TheParksandRecreation
Department mayupdatethislistasneededwithout furtheractionbyCity
Council.   

5. Application

Thepermitapplication shallcontainthefollowing information:  

A. Thenameandaddressoftheapplicantandthelegaldescription oftheproperty
beingpermitted;  

B. Providecontact information oftheapplicant fornotification ifinspection is
required;  

C. AgreetoabidebyNaturalorNaturalistic Policyandrulessetherein;  

6. Rules

A. NopersonshallengageinNaturalorNaturalistic Landscaping withoutan
approvedpermit.   

B. TheMarionParksDepartment mayaccessNaturalorNaturalistic Landscaping
areasforthepurposeofconducting suchinspection with24hours’ noticetothe
propertyowner.  

C. AllNaturalorNaturalistic Landscaping areasshallbeplannedandormaintained
inamannersoasnottoencroachuponpublicorprivatepropertynotcoveredby
anapprovedpermit.   

D. NoxiousweedsshallnotbeutilizedinanyNaturalorNaturalistic Landscaping. All
otherweedsmustbeproperlymaintained.  

E. Anyvegetation within18inchesofapublicwalk, street, alley, and/orpathmust
bemaintained toaheightof8inchesorless.  

F. Burningmaybeapermitted formofmaintenance forNaturalorNaturalistic
Landscaping whenthefollowingconditionsaremet.   

a. IssuedaNaturalLandscaping Permit throughtheParksDepartment.  
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b. IssuedanOpenBurnPermit throughtheLinnCountyPublicHealthAir
QualityDivision. *Sitemayneedinspectedpriortopermit issuance.  

c. ComplieswithSection307oftheInternational FireCodeadopted inthe
CityofMarionCodeofOrdinances.  

d. Shallbenotlessthan50feetfromanycombustibles toincludebutnot
limitedtostructures, utilities, andtrees.  

e. Applicants havenoprevious firecodeviolations.  

f. CityStaffmayconsiderotherrelevant factorsthatmayaffectthehealth,  
safety, orwell-beingofthegeneralpublic

G. Inaccordance withMarionCodeofOrdinances Section324-5E, plantmaterial
shallnotbecutandaccumulated ontheproperty soastoconstituteafire
hazard.   

H. Theownermustadheretothemaintenance plansubmittedwiththepermit
application.  

I. Thetransitionperiodshouldnotextendbeyondthreegrowingseasonsforany
specificarea.  

J. Naturalornaturalistic areasshallnotbelocatedwithin5feetofanystructureor
property line.    

K. Failuretoadheretotheserulesmayresult inrevocationofthepropertyowner’s
permit.   

7. Appeals

Anypersonwhoseapplication foraNaturalorNaturalistic Landscape Permit is denied
orrevokedshallreceivewrittennoticeofsuchdenialorrevocation andmayappeal that
determination totheNuisance Boardbyfilingnoticeofsuchappealwithin10daysof
thedateonthenoticeofdenial. Uponreceiptofthenoticeofappeal, the Nuisance
Boardshallsetahearingatwhichtheapplicantandanyotherpartywishing to be heard
shall have an opportunity to present evidence as to theapplicant’scompliance with
theprovisionsofthispolicyandtheMarionCodeofOrdinances, primarilybutnotlimited
toChapter324.Ifthe Nuisance Board determines that theapplicanthascompliedwith
theapplication provisionsofthispolicy including themanagement andmaintenance
planrequirements, itshalldirecttheParksandRecreation Department toissueor
reissuethePermit. TheNuisance Boardshallaffirmthedenialifitdetermines thatthe
applicanthasnotcompliedwiththeprovisionsofthischapter.  
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8. Questions

Anyquestions concerning thepolicyaboveorrelatedprocedures andfeesshouldbe
directedtothefollowing:  

MarionParksandRecreation Department
CityofMarion

343MarionBlvd.   
Marion, IA52302

parksoffice@cityofmarion.org
319-447-3580



NaturalorNaturalisticLandscaping
PermitApplication

NameofApplicant (PropertyOwnerName):           

Propertyownernameifdifferent:             

Address:                

City:        State:     ZipCode:      

PhoneNumber:               

EmailAddress:               

Legaladdressofpropertytobepermitted:            

ACKNOWLEDGEMENTS:  
Icertifythat:  

Iamthelegalowneronrecord, or
Ihavesecuredthepropertyownerspermission andhavefullauthority tomakethisapplication,  
andthattheaboveinformation iscorrectandcomplete tothebestofmyknowledge and
ability.  
IagreetoconformtotheNaturalorNaturalistic Landscaping PolicyandRulesherein.  

SpeciesList:  
NativeSpecies listcanbefoundatwww.iowastormwater.org/campaigns/rainscaping/native- 
landscaping/   

Signatures (required):  
Theownerofthispropertyand/ortheundersigned agreetoconformtoandareknowledgeable ofall
applicable laws, codes, andordinances ofthisjurisdiction andanyotherauthorityhaving jurisdiction
pertaining totheactivity forwhichthispermit isrequested.  

SignatureofApplicant:         Date:      

SignatureofPropertyOwner:        Date:      

Forofficialuseonly:  

Datereviewed:      Reviewedby:         

Approved:     Denied:     


