ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT PROJECT NEWS
CITY NEWS

September 6, 2019

Groundbreaking Scheduled for New Fire Station/Headquarters in Marion
City leaders and Chamber ambassadors will join members of the Marion Fire Department on
Wednesday, Sept. 11 at noon to break ground on Marion’s third fire station. The event will take
place at 100 Irish Drive, on the southwest corner of Tower Terrace Road and Irish Drive.
Marion’s population has doubled since its second station was put into service in 1991. This
population increase and geographic growth to the north have dictated the need for a third
station. It will keep Marion’s response times within the national standard for emergency
response times for fire and medical service.
The physical and mental well-being of Marion’s firefighters is at the heart of the facility’s twostory design. It will incorporate biophilic design elements, decontamination and training areas,
as well as the department’s administrative offices.
The facility is expected to be placed in service in October 2020.
STATIONS TO BE RE-NUMBERED
Marion residents will soon see changes in the numbering and titles of the fire stations: Station
No. 1 (600 8th Avenue) will become Station No. 3. Station No. 2, located at 3933 Katz Drive, will
remain as is. The new fire station and headquarters on Tower Terrace Road will become Fire
Station No. 1. This change will help alleviate confusion about where the administrative offices for
the department are located, as it is common throughout the nation for the headquarters to be
at the Central, Main or Station No. 1 location.

RECENT BID RESULTS
2019 HMA Resurfacing Project
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PROPOSED 2019 PROJECT CONSTRUCTION
2019 Annual Engineering Work Program and Map, with estimated construction schedules,
separated by project type.

ROAD CLOSURES
Winslow Road Closure

Winslow Road along the Hunters Field subdivision will be closed to reconstruct the street up to
City standards. The street will be closed to thru traffic from Hunters Field Lane to just south of

the Berry’s Run Bridge for 5-6 weeks weather dependent. A detour will be set up to route thru
traffic to Connection Ave, N 10th St, and to County Home Road.

Lucore Road Lane Closure
City of Marion Public Services is working on HMA Overlay on Lucore Road north of
Indian Creek Road. There will be lane closures for approximately two weeks.
RCB Culvert Under Central Avenue North of Indian Creek – 7.25.19

The southbound lane of Central Avenue/Alburnett Rd will be closed during Stage 1. Temporary
Traffic Signals will allow alternating northbound and southbound traffic to drive through the
construction zone using the northbound lane and temporary pavement. Stage 1 is expected to
be completed in approximately 3-4 weeks. [weather and utility dependent]
The City will work with the contractor to limit this downtime and get Stage 1 completed as
quickly as possible.

Highway 13 and Hennessey Parkway Traffic Signal and Turn Lane Improvements
Project

During Phase 1, the left through lanes and left turn lanes of Highway 13 at Hennessey Parkway
& Pawnee Avenue will be closed for approximately 6 weeks. [weather and utility dependent]

The City will work with the contractors to limit the disruption and complete the
projects as quickly as possible.
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2019 PROJECTS CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Central Corridor Project (13th Street to 19th Street)
Genesis Equities, LLC, $2,100,000
Funding Source: This is a joint public/private project with the
City and Genesis Equities, LLC.
Project Overview: This portion of the project includes the
reconstruction of 6th Avenue from 13th Street to 19th Street
and a roundabout located at 6th Avenue and 15th Street.
Progress Updates: Contractor continues working on
landscaping, sidewalks and driveways.

Intersection Improvements – Highway 13/Hennessey Parkway
Price Industrial Electric: $574,843.95

Project Overview: The City of Marion was

selected for TSIP funding for the installation of

traffic signals and the reconstruction of left turn
lanes at the intersection of Hennessey Parkway
and IA 13. The improvements are a reaction to
commercial development adjacent to the
intersection and safety concerns.

Progress Updates: Working on placing geogrid
and subbase, poured concrete. The contractor
has completed approximately 16 % of the
contract and used 16 working days.
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2019 RCB Culvert Under Central Avenue North of Indian Creek

Boomerang Corp. - $677,777.00 Funding

Source: (LOST)

Project Overview: The project includes the
construction of 121 LF of a 12’ by 10’ reinforced
box culvert and other associated work at a
location just northwest of the Alburnett Rd –
Central Ave Bridge. The project will provide a trail
crossing underneath Alburnett Road for the
future Indian Creek Trail project as well as provide
flooding backwater relief of Indian Creek for the
proposed Alburnett Road Extension. This project
will be phased so that one-way traffic is
maintained with temporary traffic signals.
Progress Updates: Contractor continues to work
on the box culvert. The contractor has completed
approximately 30% of the contract and used 36.5
days.

2019 3rd Ave Rehabilitation (NSI)Funding Source: Neighborhood Street Improvements
(LOST) - Eastern Iowa Excavating & Concrete, LLC - $233,276.65
Project Overview: The project will
include the rehabilitation of 3rd Avenue
from 31st Street to 35th Street and
includes full depth patching and surface
grinding.
Progress Updates: Contractor is working
on Removing and replacing full depth
patches. Stage A patches have been
completed.
The contractor has completed
approximately 20% of the contract and
used 18 working days.
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2019 Miscellaneous Sanitary Sewer Repairs (manhole)

Rathje Construction Co. - $137,745.00 Funding Source: Sanitary Sewer Funding

Project Overview: The maintenance Project will
include the removal and replacement of nine
manholes, installation of one new manhole, 2
sanitary sewer spot repairs, and associated work.
The locations are determined in conjunction with
the Public Service Department based on needs.

Progress Updates: Contractor has removed

and replaced 5 manholes. They have used 28
working days and have completed approximately
40% of the contract.

2019 Miscellaneous Sanitary Sewer Repairs (slip lining)

SAK Construction, LLC - $157,657.25

Project Overview: This project, using Sanitary Sewer
funding, typically includes the annual Sanitary Sewer Slip
Lining Project.
The project will include the cured-in-place pipe (CIPP) sewer
lining of 8-inch to up to 15-inch diameter pipe.
Staff will coordinate with the Public Service Department for
sewers within the existing system that are in need of repair
but not full replacement. Some lane closures and localized
congestion are expected during construction.
Progress Updates: Work began on September 3rd. Contractor is working on cleaning the lines
at all locations.
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2019 Sidewalk Assessment Project

Curtis Contracting Corp. - $144,480.00
Project Overview: This annual program provides for the construction of sidewalks in areas
where no sidewalk currently exists. Locations are
added to a comprehensive list, reviewed for need,
and recommended to City Council by the Sidewalk
Advisory Committee to the City Council.
City Council approved the proposed sidewalk
locations on 3/7/2019. The south side of 33rd
Avenue from 3295 6th St to 3290 7th St; the south
side of 25th Avenue from 1565 25th Avenue to
Indian Creek Rd; the north side of Grand Ave from
150 Grand Ave to 985 Creekbend Dr; the east side of
S 12th Street from F Avenue to E Avenue; the west
side of 22nd St from 840 22nd St to 9th Ave.
Progress Updates: This week the contractor worked
on placing black dirt and completing the seeding.
Contractor has used 32 working days and completed
90% of the contract.

2019 Irish Drive Extension Project
Abode Construction, Inc. - $402,015.00
Project Overview: This project includes the
design of Irish Drive Extension from just north of
Gill Park to Tower Terrace Road. This is in
connection with the Marion Fire Station
Headquarters project.
Progress Updates:
Contractor started working on the watermain.
The contractor has used 8 working days and
completed approximately 10% of the contract.
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Airport Improvement Program

LL Pelling Company, Inc. - $1,818,256.41
Project Overview: The
City of Marion was able
to obtain grants from
the IDOT to take the
existing runway that is
currently approximately
21 feet wide to a 60foot-wide runway. This
includes additional
grading, draintile,
runway lighting and
other improvements.
This will be done as an
HMA/PCC alternate bid
project.
Project Progress: The Pre-construction meeting was held on September 4, 2019 work will begin
on September 9, 2019.

2019 GENERAL PROJECT UPDATES
2019 14th Street Reconstruction Project Neighborhood Streets Improvement (NSI)
Funding Source: Neighborhood Street Improvements (LOST) - $1,250,000
Project Overview. This project

includes the reconstruction of the

existing pavement, driveways, storm

sewer, subdrain, water main, and other
associated work on 14th Street from

12th Avenue to Brockman Avenue. Exact
limits will be determined as the design
is finalized based on available

funding. Proposed Letting date yet to
be determined.
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Mini Roundabout – 10th Avenue/10th Street

Funding Source: TSIP - $293,000 - LOST - $207,000
Project Overview: On December 18, 2018 the City received notice of award of $293,000 from
the Traffic Safety Improvement Program [TSIP] for the construction of a mini roundabout at the
intersection of 10th Street and Central Avenue/10th Avenue. TSIP Funding became available in
July 2019 and an agreement was developed in for the City of Marion to approve with the IDOT.
The agreement with the IDOT was approved at the May 9th City Council Meeting. The remainder
of the approved budget for the project construction and associated engineering services will be
funded with the City of Marion Local Option Sales Tax Funds. HR Green was selected as the
design engineering consultant. Plans are being approved by City staff and construction is
expected to occur in 2020.
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Central Corridor Project (19th Street to 26th Street) – Genesis Equities, TBD
This project is a joint public/private project with the City and Genesis Equities

Project Overview: On May 10, 2014 a resolution approving a development agreement with
Genesis Equities, LLC including tax increment financing payments in an amount not to exceed
$8,400,000 plus interest, was approved by City Council providing for the construction funding by
the developer. This agreement includes the Central Corridor Project from 13th Street to 31st
Street.

This portion of the project includes the construction of 6th Avenue from 19th Street to 26th Street
and will connect to the east end roundabout. Depending on acquisitions, this project may be
constructed in multiple phases. The plans have been completed. There are still a few property
acquisitions and easements to be completed.
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Indian Creek Trunk Sewer Replacement Project - $6,361,229 – LOST and 28E
The Indian Creek and Dry Run Creek Trunk Sanitary Sewer consists of approximately 16 miles of
sanitary sewer ranging in size from 18-inches to 48-inches in diameter. The trunk sewer is multijurisdictional serving Linn County and the cities of Cedar Rapids, Marion, Hiawatha and Robins. The
new sanitary sewer will provide additional capacity to accommodate present needs and future
growth. The sanitary sewer will be constructed in multiple phases over a period of 15 plus years.
On June 9, 2016 Marion City Council approved the 28E Agreement with Cedar Rapids,Hiawatha,
Robins, and Linn County. City Council approved a contract with Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. for
engineering design services in an amount not to exceed $315,000.00. Segment 7 is currently
being designed; this is expected to take several months. Construction of Segments 7 (1 - 2
phases). Depending on acquisitions this is proposed to have a letting in November of 2019.
Some modifications have been proposed, a site visit was held June 6, 2019 to go over proposed
modifications. Additional soil borings are proposed to determine soil/rock conditions and
probable construction limits.

Trunk Sewer Segment 7
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Cemar Trail
FHWA has concurred with the ~114-page consultant agreement and the project will start
design in order to get NEPA clearance. This project is being led by the Planning

Department, but the Engineering Department will be taking it over once it is let. Shoemaker
and Haaland has been hired as the Engineer for the project. Bridge concepts for the
gateway bridge over 7th Avenue and NEPA clearance have started.

SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT
Staff provides inspection for the development of all subdivisions and commercial sites within the
city limits. This work begins with construction plan review and includes field quality control for
storm and sanitary sewers, drain tile, Portland cement concrete maturity, grade, air content,
slump (water content) and pavement thickness. The City has adopted the latest version of SUDAS
(Statewide Design Standards) and utilizes these standards for all subdivision construction
www.cityofmarion.org
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Subdivision Residential
Bowman Meadows 6th –
Location: South of Boyson Road, west of Alburnett Road. Plans have been approved.
Bowman Woods Unit 37 - Rathje Construction, E & F Paving
Location: south of East Robins Road, includes Brookfield Drive connection to Cedar
Rapids. Work in south drainage way is all that remains.
Commons at English Glen 4th and 5th Addition
Location: east of 35th Street between 29th Avenue and 35th Avenue
Waiting on revised plan of improvements.
Echo Hill 4th Addition – Pirc Tobin
Location: East of Alburnett Road, north side of
Echo Hill Road. Plans have been approved.
Echo Ridge 3rd Addition – Location: west of
Alburnett Road, north side of Echo Hill Road.
Sanitary and storm main underground installation
com pleted. Subbase rock is down, paving will be
done soon.
First United Methodist Church 1st Addition –
35th Avenue & REC Drive – Dave Schmitt, City Wide
Location: 35th Avenue west of Hwy 13, REC Drive extension west of Hwy 13
REC Drive plans approved with REC 2nd Addition. 35th Avenue plans have been approved
but will not be constructed at this time.
Gemstone Estates 6th Addition – Rathje, City Wide Peridot Drive completion- north of
Tower Terrace Road, parallel to old Indian Creek Road. Storm outlet structure placed in
basin.
Hunters Field 11th Addition – Hawkeye Excavating, E & F
Location: Winslow Road and Foxborough Drive. Plans have been approved. Storm Sewer
work ongoing.
Hunters Ridge North 1st Addition – Rathje, E & F Paving
Location: north edge of Hunters Ridge Golf Course, between Winslow Road and Lucore
Road. Lucore Road work remains to be done, scheduled to begin August 5th.
www.cityofmarion.org
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Prairie Ridge Estates 8th Addition – Rathje, Metro
Location: Glenwood Dr and Cope Dr extensions east of HWY 13.
Plans were submitted and reviewed. Mass grading has started.
Ridge at Indian Creek – Abode
Location: Extension of Gemstone Rd east of Lucore Rd and south of Indian Creek Road.
Water main is being installed now working on storm sewer.
Rookwood 1st Addition – Rathje
Location: Prairie Ridge Ave. extension east of Hwy 13. Sanitary Sewer is being installed.
Water main work has started.

Commercial Sites
Marion Public Services Site:
Mass grading has been completed on the site. Site plan of improvements have been
approved.

Croell Redi-Mix:
Site under construction. South approach has been complete.
The Views Assisted Living (Oakbrook Drive):
Building construction on-going. Site work is being completed.
Linn County Business Park (5606 Business Lane):
Next phase is under construction
HWY 151 and 13 (NE Corner):
•
•
•

Private street paving has been completed

Site plan for Water Rock building has been approved. No work has started yet.
IDOT approved funding for signals at HWY 13 and Hennessey Pwky. Bids have
been received and will go to Council May 9.

HWY 151 and 13 (SE Corner):
•

Kwik Star – HWY 151 and 62nd St:
o

Previously site plan and storm water calculations were reviewed and
comments sent back to Consultant. Had updated call with Consultant
this month. They may be looking to do this work next year.
www.cityofmarion.org
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Townplace Suites, Central Corridor:
Building construction is almost complete. Site work is being worked on.
Culvers 7th Avenue Properties
Site work and Building construction is underway.
Sunny Ridge 1st and 2nd Addition (Bison Ct):
•

2nd Addition – building construction has started.

Integrity Commerical Condos (6240 Partners Ave):
Building construction nearly complete. Site work will completed.
Spee Dee Delivery (6611 Partners Ave):
Building construction nearly complete. Site work will be completed when weather allows.
Culver’s Contractor Condos (370 44th St):
Building construction on-going.
Timberline Manufacturing (1029 Blairsferry Road):
Building construction on-going. Sanitary main has been installed and accepted.
Stonefield Commerical 1st Addition:
Building nearly completed.
Marion YMCA (3740 Irish Drive):
Site plan was approved. No work has started.
Linn-Mar School 5/6 School (Echo Hill):
Site plan has been approved, site grading has begun.
Linn-Mar School 5/6 School (35th Ave):
Site plan has been approved, site grading has begun.
First Federal Site (2605 7th Ave):
Site plan was approved.
GLD Site Plan (east of 7th Ave and 27th St RAB):
Site plan was approved.
Baseball complex (1783 Red Fox Way):
Site plan was reviewed, comments sent to consultant, and revised plans were approved.
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TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC)
As the chairman of the Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) it is the City Engineer’s responsibility to
coordinate citizen requests regarding traffic concerns and possible changes in signage or traffic
regulations. The TAC is comprised of the City Engineer, City Manager, Police Chief, Fire Chief,
Planning Director, and the Public Services Director. The committee meets when necessary and
able to evaluate the requests and make a recommendation to City Council whether the request
warrants mitigation.
Requests are only accepted in written form (letter or email) and directed to the Mayor and City
Council. The City Council then decides if the request is only for information or requires
evaluation and referral to the TAC. If review is necessary Council will, by motion, receive and file
the item and refer it to TAC.
The TAC evaluates the requests based on several criteria including the following:
• Traffic counts, speed, vehicle type, and overall volumes provided by staff and traffic data
collectors,
• Vehicle and pedestrian accident rates provided by the Iowa DOT Saver website,
• Police investigations of actual traffic patterns,
• Site visibility and stopping distances based on engineering standards,
• Emergency vehicle, snow removal, and garbage pickup accessibility,
• General public use verses individual owner needs,
• Input by the requestor and the public.
TAC then uses the criteria to discuss, evaluate, and provide a recommendation to City Council at
a regular Council Meeting. The requestor is notified of the date that the report
recommendation will be presented and provided a time to address City Council regarding the
request. Once Council has acted on the request notice is sent to the requestor and appropriate
action is taken by staff.
Links to Information on the Traffic Advisory Committee and the Correspondence Policy as it
relates to TAC requests.

UPCOMING COUNCIL ACTION ITEMS
•

On September 19, 2019 City Council will consider:
o Approving the contract with LL Pelling regarding the 2019 HMA Resurfacing
Project.
o Approving the contract with Peterson Contractors, Inc regarding the of Railroad
Bridge over Marion BLVD. in advance of CEMAR Trail project.
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PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION ITEMS
•

On September 5, 2019 City Council:
o Approved Stop Signs stopping east and west bound traffic on Platinum Way at its
intersection with Gemstone Road.
o Approved a Stop Sign stopping west bound traffic on Gemstone Road at its
intersection with Lucore Road.
o Approved a Stop Sign stopping north bound traffic on Irish Drive at its
intersection with Tower Terrace Road.
o Accepted bids and awarded contract to LL Pelling Company, Inc. regarding the
2019 HMA Resurfacing Project.
o Accepted bids and awarded contract to Peterson Contractors Inc. regarding the
Removal of Railroad Bridge over Marion BLVD. in advance of CEMAR Trail project.
These are not comprehensive lists of items that City Council will consider taking action on
or has taken action on; for a comprehensive list please refer to the upcoming City Council
agenda, which can be found at www.cityofmarion.org.

WATER DEPARTMENT PROJECTS
2019 10th Avenue & 22nd Street Water Main Relay Project
Rathje Construction - $329,570.00

Funding Source: Marion Water Department – Water Revenue

Project Overview: Relay approximately 2900 LF of 6” water main along 10th Avenue (17th-24th Street)
and along 22nd Street (8th-10th Avenue)

Construction will begin late Summer. Expect some detours and traffic congestion.

We continue to build an email list, so please forward addresses to me of those wishing to receive this information.
Feel free to forward to anyone with interest.
If you have additional questions regarding ongoing projects, please address them to my email and I will add them to
future reports.

Janet Perschek

Project Assistant
th
1225 6 Avenue, Suite 200 Marion, Iowa 52302
Office 319-743-6340
jperschek@cityofmarion.org
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