ENGINEERING DEPARTMENT WORK PROGRAM
CITY NEWS

April 12, 2019

MARION NAMED TREE CITY USA GROWTH AWARD RECIPIENT

The City of Marion was recently honored with the 2018 Tree City USA Growth Award at the

29th Annual Community Forestry Awards Luncheon in Des Moines. The award was presented by
the Arbor Day Foundation and the Iowa Department of Natural Resources on April 3 at the
Sheraton in West Des Moines.

“The Tree City USA award is a symbol for communities who have made a commitment to the
management of public trees,” says state forester Jeff Goerndt. “Marion has provided an

outstanding example for other Iowa communities by enhancing our forest resources and

demonstrating the great value of trees in providing multiple benefits for future generations.”
Marion was one of 16 Iowa communities to qualify for Tree City USA Growth status. To receive
the award, a city must, at a minimum, provide education and public relations; partnerships;
planning and management; and tree planting and maintenance in their communities.
Marion has achieved Tree City USA status consistently since 1993.
---
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ROAD CLOSED
6th Street and 13th Avenue will be closed Monday April 15th for watermain work. Depending
on the weather the road may remain closed through Friday April 19th.

2019 PROJECTS OUT FOR BID
Hwy 13 and Hennessey Parkway Traffic Signal and Turn Lane Improvements Project
Engineer’s Estimate: $588,000.00
Bid Date: April 30, 2019

The general nature of the work on which bids are requested is: 1987 SY of 8” PCC Pavement
with 246 tons of HMA overlay, 258 SY of Concrete Median, 2 Storm Sewer Intakes, and Traffic
Signal.
Click Here for the Notice to Bidders

2019 Pedestrian Beacon Project

BID RESULTS

Click here for bid results.
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PROPOSED 2019 PROJECT CONSTRUCTION
Some of the 2019 Project Construction information is listed below in the General Project
Updates. To view the complete 2019 Annual Engineering Work Program and Map, with
estimated construction schedules, separated by project type Click Here .

2019 PROJECTS CURRENTLY UNDER CONSTRUCTION
Central Corridor Project (13th Street to 19th Street) - Genesis Equities, LLC, $2,100,000
Funding Source: This is a joint public/private project with the City and Genesis Equities, LLC.
Project Overview: This portion of the project
includes the reconstruction of 6th Avenue from
13th Street to 19th Street and a roundabout
located at 6th Avenue and 15th Street.
Progress Updates: The contractor has removed
all pavement on 6th Avenue west of the
roundabout. 6th Ave. will be completely closed
from 13th Street to 15th Street for approximately 8
weeks. The City will work with the contractor to
limit this down time and reopen 6th Ave. as
quickly as possible.
The Contractor has completed approximately 36%
of the contract and used 143 working days.
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Tower Terrace Road Project (Winslow Road to Lennon Lane)
Morris Wood Enterprises, $3,525,000.00

Funding Source: Tax Increment Financing

Project Overview: This project includes the extension of
Tower Terrace Road from Winslow Road to Lennon Lane.
City Council approved a Memorandum of Agreement with
Morris Wood Enterprises, LLC on May 18, 2017 regarding
the removal of pavement. Construction will be done by the
Developer and their contractor.
This project will be constructed in two phases. Phase one
would include the extension of Tower Terrace Road to
Winslow Road. Phase two, Indian Creek Road (Tower
Terrace Road) Project, will include the reconstruction and
realignment of Winslow Road, including connections to
Oak Savannah Court and Vaughn Drive.

Construction of this project will require the planned
permanent closure of Indian Creek Road from 35th Avenue to Lucore Road.

Northview Drive Reconstruction Project Neighborhood Streets Improvement (NSI)
BWC Excavating, $611,239.75

Funding Source: Neighborhood Street Improvements [NSI] LOST
Project Overview: This project includes the

reconstruction of the existing pavement, driveways,

storm sewer, subdrain, water main, and other associated
work on Northview Drive from 11th Avenue to 17th
Avenue.

Progress Updates: The Contractor has used 85.5 of the
65 working days and 99% of the contract is complete.
Liquidated damages in the amount of $500 per day will
be assessed for each calendar day in excess of this
schedule.
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2019 Miscellaneous Sanitary Sewer Repairs (manhole)
Rathje Construction Co. - $137,745.00

Funding Source: Sanitary Sewer Funding

Project Overview: The maintenance Project will include the
removal and replacement of nine manholes, installation of
one new manhole, 2 sanitary sewer spot repairs, and
associated work. This work is to provide better access and
maintenance to the existing sanitary sewer network. The
locations are determined in conjunction with the Public
Service Department based on needs.
The manholes are located:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.

Marion Water Department (8th Avenue)
6th Avenue and 1St Street
6th Avenue between 3rd Street and 1st Street
1st Street between 5th Avenue and 6th Avenue
12th Avenue and 12th Street
13th Avenue and 13th Street
9th Street between 15th Avenue and 16th Avenue
8th Avenue between 22nd Street and 25th Street
10th Street and 3rd Avenue
17th Street and 11th Avenue

City of Marion Lowe Park South End Improvements
Funding Source: GO Bond & LOST Funding - $962,00.00, Tricon General Construction, Inc.
Project Overview: This project is a Parks Department Project that Engineering is assisting on. It
includes installing an all-inclusive playground, an open-air pavilion and restrooms off Irish Drive

on the south side of Lowe Park.

Progress Updates: The first pieces of the playground equipment have been installed. Work will
continue on the project as weather allows.
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Grant Wood Trail Extension Project (35th Street to Hwy 13) – Rathje Construction
Co., $886,365.28

Project Overview: This project is jointly funded by Linn
County Conservation, the City of Marion, with other
supporting funds from the Linn County Trails Association
and a Transportation Alternatives Program grant from the
Iowa Department of Transportation. The trail goes from
35th Street to IA 13 / Highway 151 mostly along the old
railroad.
Progress Updates: Most of the project is complete and
just has minor items to be performed as weather allows
in the spring.

2019 GENERAL PROJECT UPDATES
2019 14th Street Reconstruction Project Neighborhood Streets Improvement (NSI)
Funding Source: Neighborhood Street Improvements (LOST) - $1,250,000

Project Overview. This project

includes the reconstruction of the

existing pavement, driveways, storm
sewer, subdrain, water main, and

other associated work on 14th Street
from 12th Avenue to Brockman
Avenue. Exact limits will be

determined as the design is finalized
based on available

funding. Proposed Letting April

2019.
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2019 3rd Ave Rehabilitation (NSI)

Funding Source: Neighborhood Street Improvements (LOST) - $250,000
Project Overview: The project will include the

rehabilitation of 3rd Avenue from 31st Street to

35th Street and includes full depth patching and

surface grinding. This will be very similar to what
was done previously on 31st Street in 2017.

Proposed Letting will be in April 2019.

Intersection Improvements – Highway 13/Hennessey Parkway - $588,000
Project Overview: The City of Marion
was selected for TSIP funding for the
installation of traffic signals and the

reconstruction of left turn lanes at the
intersection of Hennessey Parkway

and IA 13. The improvements are a

reaction to commercial development

adjacent to the intersection and safety
concerns. Design and IDOT review is
currently in process.

Bid Date: April 30, 2019 @ 10:00 AM

www.cityofmarion.org
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2019 HMA Resurfacing Project - $250,000 to $1,000,000
Project Overview: This annual program includes the asphalt overlay of streets evaluated to be
both in the most need and to provide the greatest benefit to the most drivers. Staff annually

evaluates the need for maintenance of local streets against

those collector and arterial streets carrying the most traffic.
Staff is currently reviewing street conditions to confirm

locations to be included in this year’s program. As always

occurs, not all streets in need will be addressed in this year’s
program but will be considered for future years. Proposed
letting April 2019.

2019 Storm Sewer / Draintile Project - $180,000

Project Overview: The project, using Storm Water Utility funding, includes the construction
and/or reconstruction of storm sewers within the existing system. Staff will evaluate and
consider projects as they arise typically in conjunction with other projects. The project may be
combined with another reconstruction project or may be a standalone project. Proposed letting
April 2019.
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Mini Roundabout – 10th Avenue/10th Street

Funding Source: TSIP - $293,000 - LOST - $207,000
Project Overview: On December 18, 2018 the City received notice of award of $293,000 from
the Traffic Safety Improvement Program [TSIP] for the construction of a mini roundabout at the
intersection of 10th Street and Central Avenue/10th Avenue. TSIP Funding will not be available
or approved until July 2019 and an agreement will be developed in February for the City of
Marion to approve with the IDOT. The remainder of the approved budget for the project
construction and associated engineering services will be funded with the City of Marion Local
Option Sales Tax Funds. Engineering is currently soliciting proposals from engineering
companies for the design. Proposed letting is proposed in July 2019. Depending on ultimate
phasing the construction this construction could occur partially in this construction season or
pushed all to 2020.
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Central Corridor Project (19th Street to 26th Street) – Genesis Equities, TBD
This project is a joint public/private project with the City and Genesis Equities

Project Overview: On May 10, 2014 a resolution approving a development agreement with
Genesis Equities, LLC including tax increment financing payments in an amount not to exceed
$8,400,000 plus interest, was approved by City Council providing for the construction funding by
the developer. This agreement includes the Central Corridor Project from 13th Street to 31st
Street.

This portion of the project includes the construction of 6th Avenue from 19th Street to 26th Street
and will connect to the east end roundabout. Depending on acquisitions, this project may be
constructed in multiple phases. The plans have been completed. There are still a few property
acquisitions and easements to be completed.
Working days and completion date will be set as part of the public / private agreement for this
phase. This could be under construction at the same time as the phase from 13th to 19th Street.

2019 RCB Culvert Under Central Avenue North of Indian Creek
Funding Source: (LOST) - $581,000

Project Overview: The project includes the construction of 121 LF of a 12’ by 10’ reinforced
box culvert and other associated work at a

location just northwest of the Alburnett Rd –

Central Ave Bridge. The project will provide a trail
crossing underneath Alburnett Road for the

future Indian Creek Trail project as well as provide
flooding backwater relief of Indian Creek for the

proposed Alburnett Road Extension. This project
will be phased so that one-way traffic is

maintained with temporary traffic signals.
Proposed letting April 2019.
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2019 Miscellaneous Sanitary Sewer Repairs (slip lining) - $250,000
Project Overview: This project, using Sanitary Sewer
funding, typically includes the annual Sanitary Sewer Slip
Lining Project.
The project will include the cured-in-place pipe (CIPP)
sewer lining of 8-inch to up to 15-inch diameter pipe.
Staff will coordinate with the Public Service Department for
sewers within the existing system that are in need of repair
but not full replacement. Some lane closures and localized
congestion are expected during construction.
This project will become more important as we convert to a flow-based agreement with the City
of Cedar Rapids to limit the infiltration of clean groundwater into the sanitary sewer.
Proposed letting is in April 2019.

2019 Sidewalk Assessment Project - $102,500

Project Overview: This annual program provides for the
construction of sidewalks in areas where no sidewalk

currently exists. Locations are added to a comprehensive list,
reviewed for need, and recommended to City Council by the
Sidewalk Advisory Committee to the City Council.

Plans will then be produced and there is a proposed letting
date of April 2019.

www.cityofmarion.org
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Indian Creek Trunk Sewer Replacement Project - $6,361,229 – LOST and 28E
The Indian Creek and Dry Run Creek Trunk Sanitary Sewer consists of approximately 16 miles of
sanitary sewer ranging in size from 18-inches to 48-inches in diameter. The trunk sewer is multijurisdictional serving Linn County and the cities of Cedar Rapids, Marion, Hiawatha and Robins. The
new sanitary sewer will provide additional capacity to accommodate present needs and future
growth. The sanitary sewer will be constructed in multiple phases over a period of 15 plus years.
On June 9, 2016 Marion City Council approved the 28E Agreement with Cedar Rapids,Hiawatha,
Robins, and Linn County. City Council approved a contract with Veenstra & Kimm, Inc. for
engineering design services in an amount not to exceed $315,000.00. Segment 7 is currently
being designed; this is expected to take several months. Construction of Segments 7 (1 - 2
phases). Depending on acquisitions this is proposed to have a letting in November of 2019.
Trunk Sewer Segment 7
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Airport Improvement Program - $3,100,000
The City of Marion was able to obtain grants from the IDOT to take the existing runway
that is currently approximately 21 feet wide to a 60 foot wide runway. This includes
additional grading, draintile, runway lighting and other improvements. This will be done
as an HMA/PCC alternate bid project. The plans are currently being put together and
currently has a proposed letting date of the Spring of 2019 with a proposed start date in
July 2019.

www.cityofmarion.org
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2019 Traffic Signal Program Funding Source: LOST - $240,000
Project Overview: Recent Grant Wood Trail projects have created a need to provide for safe

mid-block street crossings. Locations include the Grant Wood Trail crossings of 31st Street, 35th
Street, and 44th Street.

Bid Date: April 9, 2019 @ 10:00 AM

Cemar Trail
FHWA has concurred with the ~114-page consultant agreement and the project will start
design in order to get NEPA clearance. This project is being led by the Planning

Department, but the Engineering Department will be taking it over once it is let. Shoemaker
and Haaland has been hired as the Engineer for the project. Bridge concepts for the
gateway bridge over 7th Avenue and NEPA clearance have started.

www.cityofmarion.org
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SUBDIVISION DEVELOPMENT
Staff provides inspection for the development of all subdivisions and commercial sites within the
city limits. This work begins with construction plan review and includes field quality control for
storm and sanitary sewers, drain tile, Portland cement concrete maturity, grade, air content,
slump (water content) and pavement thickness. The City has adopted the latest version of SUDAS
(Statewide Design Standards) and utilizes these standards for all subdivision construction.

Subdivision Residential
Authors 5th Addition (4th Addition Plans) - Rathje Construction, E & F Paving
Location: 35th Avenue east of 35th Street, Hemmingway Street connection to 35th Avenue.
Punch list items remain.
Bowman Woods Unit 37 - Rathje Construction, E & F Paving
Location: south of East Robins Road, includes Brookfield Drive connection to Cedar
Rapids
Punchlist items remain.
Commons at English Glen 4th Addition
Location: east of 35th Street between 29th Avenue and 35th Avenue
Plans were approved and grading on the site has started. According to contractor no
additional work will be done until 2019.
Country Club Estates 13th Addition – Rathje, City Wide
Location: East side of Irish Drive, south of Lowe Park. Punchlist items remain.
Echo Ridge 3rd Addition – Location: west of Alburnett Road, north side of Echo Hill
Road. Underground utilities are in. Subgrade prep when weather allows.
Edgebrook Estates North 2nd Addition – Grading plans have been approved, plan of
improvements have not been approved.
First United Methodist Church 1st Addition – 35th Avenue & REC Drive – Dave
Schmitt, City Wide
Location: 35th Avenue west of Hwy 13, REC Drive extension west of Hwy 13
REC Drive plans approved with REC 2nd Addition. 35th Avenue plans have been approved
but will not be constructed at this time. Sanitary main was approved by Council in
October 2018.
Gemstone Estates 5th Addition – Rathje, E & F Paving
Location: Peridot Drive extension – north of Tower Terrace Road, parallel to old Indian
Creek Road. Two thirds of the mainline pave has been completed.

www.cityofmarion.org
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Glen Rock Farms 7th Addition – Rathje, City Wide
Location: West side of Winslow Road, south of County
Home Road. Punch list items remain. Paving was
accepted by Council.
Hunters Ridge North 1st Addition – Rathje, E & F Paving
Location: north edge of Hunters Ridge Golf Course,
between Winslow Road and Lucore Road.
In subdivision paving completed. Lucore Road street
reconstruction will happen in spring of 2019.
Prairie Ridge Estates 8th Addition
Plans were submitted and reviewed. Comments sent back
to Consultant.
Ridge at Indian Creek 1st Addition
Location: Extensions Gemstone Rd east of Lucore Road
and south of Indian Creek Road. Photo on right shows work beginning on the sanitary
sewer.
Rookwood 1st Addition – Plans were submitted.

Commercial Sites

1111 Eagleview Dr:
Site plan has been approved and grading has started. No building construction has
started.
1865 Red Fox Way Storage Garages:
Site work and building construction underway.
Croell Redi-Mix:
Site under construction. South approach has been completed.
Culvers 7th Avenue Properties:
Building construction is on-going.
HWY 151 and 13 (NE Corner):
Private street paving has been mostly completed.
Site plan for Water Rock building has been approved. No work has started yet.
IDOT approved funding for signals at HWY 13 and Hennessey Pkwy. Funding is not
available until after July 1, 2018. Kwik Star plan approved. Site work to begin soon.
Integrity Commercial Condos (6240 Partners Ave):
Site work and building construction underway.
Linn County Business Park (5606 Business Lane):
Phase III site plan was approved. Site is nearly completed.
Marion Public Services Site:
Mass grading has been completed on the site.
Marion YMCA - 3740 Irish Drive:

Site plan approved, no work has started.
www.cityofmarion.org
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Process Solutions (3615 3rd Avenue):

Site work is nearly complete.

Spee Dee Delivery (6611 Partners Ave):
Building construction is on-going.
Sunny Ridge 1st and 2nd Addition (Bison Ct):

1st Addition site work is done.
2nd Addition – building construction has begun.
The Views Assisted Living (Oakbrook Drive):

Building construction on-going.

Townplace Suites, Central Corridor:

Building construction is almost complete, site work is being worked on.

TRAFFIC ADVISORY COMMITTEE (TAC)
As the chairman of the Traffic Advisory Committee (TAC) it is the City Engineer’s responsibility to
coordinate citizen requests regarding traffic concerns and possible changes in signage or traffic
regulations. The TAC is comprised of the City Engineer, City Manager, Police Chief, Fire Chief,
Planning Director, and the Public Services Director. The committee meets when necessary and
able to evaluate the requests and make a recommendation to City Council whether the request
warrants mitigation.
Requests are only accepted in written form (letter or email) and directed to the Mayor and City
Council. The City Council then decides if the request is only for information or requires
evaluation and referral to the TAC. If review is necessary Council will, by motion, receive and file
the item and refer it to TAC.
The TAC evaluates the requests based on several criteria including the following:
• Traffic counts, speed, vehicle type, and overall volumes provided by staff and traffic data
collectors,
• Vehicle and pedestrian accident rates provided by the Iowa DOT Saver website,
• Police investigations of actual traffic patterns,
• Site visibility and stopping distances based on engineering standards,
• Emergency vehicle, snow removal, and garbage pickup accessibility,
• General public use verses individual owner needs,
• Input by the requestor and the public.
TAC then uses the criteria to discuss, evaluate, and provide a recommendation to City Council at
a regular Council Meeting. The requestor is notified of the date that the report
recommendation will be presented and provided a time to address City Council regarding the
request. Once Council has acted on the request notice is sent to the requestor and appropriate
action is taken by staff.

www.cityofmarion.org
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UPCOMING COUNCIL ACTION ITEMS
•

On April 18, 2019 City Council will consider:
o Approving the Airport Grant Application
o Hold a public hearing on the 2019 Sidewalk Assessment Project

PREVIOUS COUNCIL ACTION ITEMS
•

On April 4, 2019 City Council:
o Approved contract with Rathje Construction Co. regarding the 2019 Sanitary
Sewer Maintenance project.
o Contract with HR Green for engineering design services regarding the 10th Street
and Central Ave/10th Avenue Intersection Project.
These are not comprehensive lists of items that City Council will consider taking action on
or has taken action on; for a comprehensive list please refer to the upcoming City Council
agenda, which can be found at www.cityofmarion.org.

WATER DEPARTMENT PROJECTS
2019 10th Avenue & 22nd Street Water Main Relay Project
Rathje Construction - $329,570.00

Funding Source: Marion Water Department – Water Revenue

Project Overview: Relay approximately 2900 LF of 6” water main along 10th Avenue (17th-24th Street)
and along 22nd Street (8th-10th Avenue)

Summer/Fall construction. Expect some detours and traffic congestion.

BUILDING DEPARTMENT – NEW CONSTRUCTION PROJECTS
o
o

o

1190 Twixt Town Rd. – Jim Buresh Construction is remodeling a building for Shultz
Strings
3740 Irish Drive – Plans have been submitted for the new YMCA. They are currently
under code review. The foundation permit is ready to issue at such a time the weather
turns nice and allows them to begin.
6281 N. Gateway Drive – Quincy Recycling is remodeling the back-dock area by adding
6 overhead doors and docks. This will allow for more trucks at one-time. Rough-in
inspections have been completed for the interior work being done.
www.cityofmarion.org
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o

o

675 44th St - Contractor has started work on the area for the first permit phase I, this
area is in the finish stage of the project, which is an interior remodel of some lab space
for Freund-Vector. The 2nd permit phase II for the exterior addition will likely wait until
spring unless the weather cooperates.
2931 7th Ave - Foundation work has been completed and underground plumbing has
begun. This will likely be a slow project working when weather cooperates. This is for a
new retail center shell only building with build-out permits expected in the near future.

We continue to build an email list, so please forward addresses to me of those wishing to receive this information.
Feel free to forward to anyone with interest.
If you have additional questions regarding ongoing projects, please address them to my email and I will add them to
future reports.

Janet Perschek

Project Assistant
th
1225 6 Avenue, Suite 200 Marion, Iowa 52302
Office 319-743-6340
jperschek@cityofmarion.org
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